
State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations 

GUBERNATORIAL PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS, on December 28, 2017 and January 10, 2018, a Gubernatorial Proclamation 
temporarily suspending federal motor carrier safety regulations for drivers delivering residential 
home heating oil and propane gas was issued; and 

WHEREAS, Rhode Island and the New England region experienced record-breaking 
frigid temperatures and below zero wind chill values for an extended period; and 

WHEREAS, these frigid temperatures and below zero wind chill values have caused an 
increase in demand for the delivery of home heating oil and propane gas; and 

WHEREAS, travel by truck has been impeded due to snow and ice on roadways and 
driveways, and travel on foot hy personnel carrying fuel hoses to oil and propane tanks has been 
impeded due to snow and ice on walkways and lawns, with delivery further delayed by the need 
to search for and shovel out fill pipes that are buried under the snow; and 

WHEREAS, continued exemption from hours of service regulations would assist in 
maximizing the amount of heating oil and propane gas that can be delivered within the State. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Gina M. Raimondo, by the authority vested in me as Governor 
of the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, do hereby proclaim as follows: 

1. An emergency continues to exist pertaining to the delivery of home heating oil and
propane gas.

2. A continued declaration of emergency is required ensure the delivery of home heating oil
and propane.

3. Temporary emergency relief from the Hours of Service Regulations contained in 49 CPR
395.3 of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations and incorporated by reference in




