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Dr. Kelly Regal opened the meeting by thanking all of the participants[footnoteRef:1] and explaining the purpose of the call. There are necessary changes to be made to the SAFER system Interface Control Document (ICD) and FMCSA wanted to engage affected stakeholders to clarify the changes and outcomes. Stuart Berlin, Jamie Vasser and Jeff Loftus were also presenting information on the changes and having a question and answer period to get stakeholder feedback. The contractor implementing the changes, Leidos, was also on the call to answer any more technical questions that arose.  [1:  A list of attendees is available in Appendix A] 


Presentation
Mr. Berlin began the conversation by presenting a slide deck and presented the overview of the changes, the operating authority registration types that would be updated, specific transactions set modifications and milestone dates. The outline of those slides is listed below and can be found online here.  Here are some of the presentation highlights:

Why changes to the SAFER ICD are necessary
· Elimination of Docket numbers
· New USDOT # status – Active, for Intrastate only
· New status introduced by URS
· Carrier-level status
· Valid values—Active, Active—Intrastate Only, Inactive
· Safety Registration
· New status introduced by URS
· Valid values--Active, Revoked, Suspended, Active-MX Commercial Zone, Active-NNA
· Different set of Operating Authorities
· Elimination of Common and Contract Authorities
· List of 23 Operating Authority Registration Types

List of 23 Operating Authority Registration Types
Motor Carrier, US/ Canada
· Motor Carrier, Property
· Motor Carrier, Property Household Goods
· Motor Carrier, Passenger
· Motor Carrier, Passenger Regular Route
· Motor Carrier, Passenger Charter/Special Operations
Emergency/Temporary Operating Authority Registration Types (U.S. or Canadian)
· Motor Carrier, Property Temp
· Motor Carrier, Property Household Goods Temp
· Motor Carrier, Passenger Temp
 
Operating Authority Registration Types (Enterprise Carrier)
· Motor Carrier, Property Enterprise
· Motor Carrier, Property Household Goods Enterprise
· Motor Carrier, Passenger Enterprise,

 Operating Authority Registration Types 
(Mexican Commercial Zone)
· Motor Carrier, Property MX Commercial Zone
· Motor Carrier, Passenger MX Commercial Zone 
 Operating Authority Registration Types (Mexican Long Haul)
· Motor Carrier, Property MX Long Haul
· Motor Carrier, Property Household Goods MX Long Haul
· Motor Carrier, Passenger Charter/Special Operations MX Long Haul
Operating Authority Registration Type (Non-North American)
· Motor Carrier, Property NNA
· Motor Carrier, Property Household Goods NNA
· Motor Carrier, Passenger NNA
 
Broker Registration Types
· Broker, Property
· Broker, Household Goods
 
Freight Forwarder Registration Types
· Freight Forwarder, Property 
· Freight Forwarder, Household Goods

Specific Transaction Set Modifications[footnoteRef:2] [2:  La-Toya Lawton from Leidos also further explained the following changes as outlined in an Addendum to the SAFER Interface Control Document, also available online. 
] 

· T0017
· Removed Docket Numbers (i.e. the MC, MX, and FF Numbers) 
· T0031
· Added operating authority registration type(s), status, and date
· Added Safety Registration status and date
· Added USDOT Number status and date
· Added Vehicle types 
· Removed Docket Numbers
· Removed Common/Contract/Broker authority types
· Removed Quantity Power Units
· T0032
· Added operating authority registration type(s), status, and date
· Added Safety Registration status and date
· Added USDOT Number status and date
· Removed Docket Numbers
· Removed Common/Contract/Broker authority types

Milestone Dates
· Distribution of Overview Document -- 02/18
· First URS Technical Conference Call -- 03/08
· Distribution of Draft SAFER ICD -- 04/15
· Moving from the Draft version to a Final one
· Second URS Technical Conference Call -- 04/21
· CVSA Info Sys Committee Meeting -- 04/25
· Adoption of a Final SAFER ICD -- 04/29
· FMCSA Partners begin system revisions -- 05/02
· Testing by FMCSA Partners
· New versions of test data and transactions files -- 06/30
· End-to-end testing -- 07/15
· New version of SAFER released to production -- 09/30


In addition to the slides that were shared, Mr. Berlin noted there were a few addendum files that represented the specific modifications needed to each transaction set that were impacted by URS implementation. The changes listed in the ICD may have redundancy and some of the elements may appear multiple times.
 
Question and Answer
Below are the questions asked to FMCSA (in bold) and the responses. 

For the new data elements, is there a document that offers a more comprehensive description of what the elements are? Are there any documents that describe the business use of those data elements?
Mr. Berlin noted that FMCSA has the ICD addendum but that is a technical document and there weren’t any specific business centric listings. Mr. Vasser noted it would be useful to have a data dictionary and asked the questioner, Tracy Brown, to create a list of rows with specific information they are looking for and FMCSA IT’s department would work with Leidos to fill it in. 

Will the slides that were presented today be available and distributed as a PowerPoint? 
Mr. Loftus noted the slide deck is on the URS technical document page on the website and available for download. 

Are these documents finalized?
Mr. Berlin noted FMCSA is looking to finalize the ICD as soon as it gets additional feedback from state and industry stakeholders. The document should be completed and finalized by the end of next week (April 29th).
 
Are there going to be different types of transaction labels to identify the different types of authorities and registration types? For example, if an entity has multiple authorities, will all operating authority registration types are listed? Some applicants are confused when using URS and are signing up for authorities they don’t need. 
Mr. Berlin and Mr. Vasser acknowledged the concern. It could be a data synchronization issue in addition to user error. They requested specific examples to be sent in of times when the incorrect operating type was registered within MCMIS. Mr. Berlin believes the issue may not be unique to URS but instead a categorization oversight that has always existed. Some participants noted it is actually related to URS because freight forwarder did not have DOT numbers before URS. Mr. Vasser again requested specific examples for FMCSA to review and analyze. 

Is there a relationship between the T0031 and T0032 after the changes take effect? Will they be a 1-to-1 relationship between the data elements? 
Ms. Lawson and Mr. Vasser will research the question and determine if it’s possible to normalize T0031 and T0032 data. 

Will anything be done to limit the size of the files and reduce redundancies?
If possible, redundancy can be eliminated through the changes outlined in the ICD. 

How will the operating authority work with the insurance database? 
Mr. Loftus and Mr. Berlin noted that there will be a separate call in the near future to discuss insurance filing-related questions.

Is it possible to have authorities insured by multiple insurance companies?
Yes.

Before the document is completely finalized can partners get 48 hours to take a look at the changes?
Mr. Loftus agreed and stated the targeted date for completion would be April 29th. FMCSA has not received too many comments so far but will post the updated ICD when available. The team will provide an adequate time following revisions for feedback. 

Following the questions, Mr. Berlin thanked participants for joining the call. 
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Action Tracker
	#
	Action  & Description
	Due Date
	Owner(s)
	Notes
	Date Completed

	1
	Finalize and post the updated ICD
	TBD
	Stuart Berlin, Jeff Loftus, Jamie Vasser, Leidos
	
	

	2
	Research and respond to the inquiry regarding the 1-to-1 relationships post T0031 and T0032 changes
	April 29th 
	Jamie Vasser, Leidos
	
	

	3
	Create a row of what information business users may need for a data dictionary 

	TBD
	Tracy Brown
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