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 Identify Motor Carrier Responsible for Safety 
 

 Identify Federal Out-of-Service 
 
 OOS Actions at Roadside 
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 The best way to identify MCRS is: 
 USDOT Number displayed on side of truck 
 Shipping Papers 
 Lease Agreement 
 Interview Driver to Identify Employer/Carrier 
 Cab Cards (If registered in a PRISM State) 

 
 

PRISM Technical Support  
Volpe Center 2014 



 The information on the Cab Card was the 
best available at the time of registration and 
could have changed 
 

 The following slides will show cab card 
examples for these three scenarios 
 Registrant and MCRS are the same 
 Registrant and MCRS are different – Not expected to change 
 Registrant and MCRS are different – Expected to change 
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Same  
Company When there is no lease and 

the Carrier Responsible for 
Safety is NOT expected to 
change, the following info 
is printed on the Cab Card: 
- USDOT Number  
- Carrier Name 
- Mailing Address 
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Different 
Company When there is a lease, but 

the Carrier Responsible for 
Safety is NOT expected to 
change, the following info 
is printed on the Cab Card: 
- USDOT Number 
- Carrier Name 
- Mailing Address 
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When there is a lease and 
the Carrier Responsible 
for Safety IS expected 
to change during the 
registration year, the 
Cab Card includes a 
message: 
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Question: What is the key requirement for  
Law Enforcement in PRISM States? 
 

Answer: Identify carriers operating on the 
highway while under a FMCSA  
Out-of-Service Order. 

 
…check EVERY vehicle, EVERY time for  

Federal Out-of-Service! 
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 The best tool available for traffic enforcement 
officers and crash investigators to identify a 
Federal OOSO is Nlets 
 

 Nlets hosts the FMCSA PRISM Target File 
 
 PRISM Specific Queries: 
 ACQ (Carrier Queries) - USDOT Number 
 AVQ (Vehicle Queries) - VIN or State/Plate 
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Nlets Carrier (ACQ) Response Sample 
 

 
 
 
 

 MSG FROM NLETS 3745 
ACR.AVLIC0000.    TO:DEST PA07710B5 
*MRI0056917. 
TXT 

 
                         CARRIER IS UNDER FEDERAL OOS. 

                IMMINENT HAZARD.  
 
 
 DOT/9999999. 

NAM/ABC CARTAGE INC. 
ADR/25 MAIN STREET. 
CITY/PITTSBURGH.ST/PA.ZIP/15204. 
CAR TARG-HIST IND/T.MCSIP STEP/54.MCSIP DATE/10252013. 
PAGE/01 OF/01. 

 
 

PRISM Target File 
Alert Message 
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Nlets Vehicle (AVQ) Response Sample 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 CARRIER IS UNDER FEDERAL OOS. 

UNSAT/UNFIT MOTOR CARRIER.  
 
DOT/8888888. 
NAM/JJJ TRANSPORT INC. 
ADR/55 CAUSEWAY STREET. 
CITY/BOSTON.ST/MA.ZIP/02114. 
CAR TARG-HIST IND/T.MCSIP STEP/55.MCSIP DATE/11222013. 
 
 
VMA/FORD.VYR/2007.VIN/1FDXW57P85ED627000. 
LIC/99BF9M.LIS/MA.REG EFF DATE/10012013.REG EXP DATE/11302014. 
VEH TARG-HIST IND/T. 
PAGE/01 OF/01.  

PRISM 
CARRIER 

DATA 

PRISM 
VEHICLE 

DATA 

PRISM Target File 
Alert Message 

PRISM Technical Support  
Volpe Center 2014 



PRISM Technical Support  
Volpe Center 2014 



What to do if  the vehicle is Out-of-Service? 
 

 If an Interstate OOS Vehicle is identified, attempt to 
contact a MCSAP Officer to come to the scene and take 
appropriate action. 
 

 Always follow your state laws and department policies 
with regard to the enforcement of Federal Out-of-
Service Orders 

PRISM Technical Support  
Volpe Center 2014 



If assistance is not available 
 

 Document the stop by obtaining photocopies of the drivers 
log book, CDL license, shipping papers, registration cab card 
and any other available info including the origin and 
destination of the trip. 
 

 Forward the Carrier/Vehicle information to your State 
Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Unit or contact your local 
FMCSA Office.  After the fact action can be taken and 
penalties and sanctions can be applied. 
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 Be vigilant and take every opportunity to identify 
Out-of-Service vehicles and take appropriate action 
 

 The safety of all users of the highways is affected 
when FMCSA Out-of-Service carriers and vehicles 
continue to operate in Interstate commerce 
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