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Introduction 
● PRISM Training slides are to assist IRP Staff with understanding 

the PRISM project requirements 

● When a State joins PRISM program, changes are needed: 
● IRP systems 

● Forms 

● Processes 

● Employees connected to the IRP processing should be fully 
briefed on PRISM  
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What is PRISM? 
● Cooperative Federal/State Program to link safety fitness to state 

vehicle registrations 

● Feasibility study mandated by Section 4003 of the ISTEA of 1991 
● Five state pilot concluded in 1997 

● Report submitted to Congress in 1998 verified PRISM is feasible, cost 
effective and improves safety 

● Funding authorized by TEA-21 for nationwide implementation in 
1998 

● Currently 45 PRISM States in different phases of implementation 
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PRISM… Three Main Parts 
● FMCSA – Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 

● Issues Out-of-Service Orders to unsafe motor carriers 

 

● Commercial Vehicle Registration Process (State IRP) 
● Deny/Suspend vehicle registrations of OOS carriers 

 

● State Law Enforcement Agencies (LE) 
● Identify and shut-down OOS carriers at the roadside  
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Commercial Vehicle Registration Process 
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● The Commercial Vehicle Registration process provides the 
framework for PRISM 

● Establishes link between “Motor Carrier Responsible for Safety” 
and every commercial vehicle registered in IRP 

 

● Bringing safety down to the Vehicle level 
● FMCSA Issues Federal OOS to a Carrier (USDOT Number) 

● State IRP system links Carrier (USDOT Number) to Vehicle (VIN) 



 

Benefits of PRISM 
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● Accountability for Safety 
 
● Every interstate IRP truck registered must have a USDOT Number to 

identify the carrier responsible for safety for each vehicle  

 

● Cannot register if prohibited from Interstate operations while under a 
Federal Out-of-Service Order (OOS) 



PRISM and IRP Vehicle Registration 
 

● Expands the role of state IRP registration staff to include safety 
enforcement 

 

● Makes safe operating performance a requirement for obtaining 
and keeping a registration plate 

 

● IRP Systems in PRISM States check for Out-of-Service carriers prior 
to issuing plates 
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How are Carriers Affected in PRISM States? 
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● Application process changes in IRP offices to collect and validate 
more information 

● IRP account holder must provide the USDOT Number and TIN for 
the carrier responsible for safety of all vehicles registered 

 

● IRP account holder must inform the State on whether the MCRS is 
expected to change during the registration period 

 



How are Vehicle Credentials Affected? 
● Registration Cab Cards – Additional information is included in the 

cab card if the Carrier responsible for safety is NOT expected to 
change during the registration period 

 

● USDOT Number and carrier information printed on the cab card 

● Cab Cards include a barcode with carrier data 
● USDOT Number 

● Mailing Address 

● Carrier Name 
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How are Registration Renewals Affected? 
 

● Include website address for MCMIS for online updates of  
MCS-150 information 

 

● Include new changes coming in the future due to URS, the Unified 
Registration System  

 

● Renewal package is a good place for getting some FMCSA and/or 
PRISM related messages across to the carriers.  
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How are Out-of-Service Carriers Affected? 
● Ultimate sanction is a Federal Out-of-Service Order to cease 

interstate operations along with State Suspension of vehicle 
registration 

 

● Suspension/Revocation of registration plates at time of Federal 
Out-of-Service Order 

 

● Denial of registration to OOS carriers 
● First timers or renewals 
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RISM 
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IRP PRISM Requirements for 
Commercial Vehicle Registration 

 
OVERVIEW 



PRISM Requirements – Recent Changes 
● As of March 2014 

● Removed 2 requirements 

● State IRP offices no longer required to Issue USDOT Numbers  

● State IRP offices no longer required to Update MCS-150 information on behalf 
of the carrier. 

● Upgraded 2 requirements  

● “VIN Check” is now a separate requirement from USDOT check 

● Maintaining the “IRP Status Code 950” is now a separate requirement 

 

● Grouped the PRISM Requirements into categories 
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PRISM IRP Requirements - Overview 
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Legislation 
● Authority for IRP office to deny vehicle registrations of carriers 

under a Federal Out-of-Service Order 

● Authority for IRP office to suspend vehicle registrations of carriers 
under a Federal Out-of-Server Carriers 

● Authority for IRP office to deny registrations of  
“Re-incarnated/Affiliated” carriers  
● A.K.A. “Chameleon Carriers” 

● Authority for IRP office to retrieve license plates for suspended 
vehicles 
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Data Collection and Forms 
● Collect the USDOT Number and TIN of the Motor Carrier 

Responsible for Safety (MCRS) of every vehicle registered 
● Schedule A and Renewals 

 

● Validate the UDSOT Number and TIN 

 

● Barcode MCRS information in Cab Cards 
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Registration Processes 
● Deny registration to carriers under a Federal OOS order 

● Suspend registrations of carriers under a Federal OOS order 

 

● Check the VIN number against the PRISM Target File 

 

● Upload vehicles to PRISM-SAFER database 

● Maintain IRP Status Codes of vehicle registration records 
● IRP Status Code 950 - for suspended vehicles due to Federal OOS 
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Communications and Training 
● Collect number of Denials and Suspensions 

● Report to FMCSA Division Office quarterly 

 

● Provide assistance to FMCSA Division Office and Law Enforcement 
● Provide vehicle lists and information when needed 

 

● PRISM Training for: 
● IRP Staff – on PRISM Program and MCMIS 

● Motor Carriers – thru IRP Manual and Industry Sessions 
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How does FMSCA  

apply a safety score to motor carriers? 
 

What are Federal Out-of-Service 
orders? 
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Carrier Safety Measurement System (SMS) 

•  Organized by seven specific BASICs  
 

•  Identifies safety problems to determine: 
-whom to investigate 
-where to focus the investigation 

 
•  Uses all safety-based roadside inspection violations 
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BASICS of the SMS 

• Behavior Analysis and Safety Improvement Categories 
(BASICs)  

• Unsafe Driving 
• Fatigued Driving (Hours-of-Service) 
• Driver Fitness 
• Controlled Substances/Alcohol 
• Vehicle Maintenance 
• Cargo Related 
• Crash Indicator 
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CSA Website 
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Carriers can use SMS Results 
tab and run their own 

USDOT Number 



SMS Results 
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Warning Letters 
● Warning letters are used for deficiencies in any of the 7 BASICS 

● The letters are mailed by FMCSA-HQ 

● PRISM Warning letter became the CSA Warning Letter in 2010 
● State enforcement agency logo collection done prior to 2010 

● Both FMCSA and State LE logos included in header of the letter 

 

● What is the purpose of the warning letters? 
● Provide early intervention when a deficiency occurs 

● Encourage safety improvement  

 

Warning Letters 
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Compliance Reviews 
• Full Compliance Reviews are for  4 or more deficient  

 BASICs and special cases - Passenger and HM Permit  
Carriers recommended 3 or more deficient BASICs 

 
 Conducted at the carrier place of business 
 
 Document compliance violations and performance data 

 
 Recommend safety improvements 
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Federal Out-of-Service Orders 
● - Imminent Hazard 

● Highest Priority OOS order 

● Immediate shut-down at time of CR closeout  

● - Final Unsatisfactory Safety Rating (Unsat/Unfit) 
● Shut-down if carrier fails to improve a “proposed” unsatisfactory rating 

within 45/60 days 

● CR and proposed rating letter warns motor carrier of possible state registration 
sanctions  
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Federal Out-of-Service Orders 
 ● - Failure to Pay Fines 

● Shut-down if carrier fails to pay fine or enter into a payment agreement 
within 90 days of a final agency order (FAO) 

● FAO warns motor carrier of possible state registration sanctions 

● - New Entrant 
● - Failure of New Entrant Safety Audit 

● - Refusal of New Entrant Safety Audit (No Contact) 

● - NE Revoked for Expedited Actions 
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Federal Out-of-Service Orders 
● There are several different sources available for viewing carrier 

data in regards to FMCSA Out-of-Service orders 

● MCMIS (The Authoritative Source) 

● SAFER WEBSITE (Public) 

● Query Central 

 

NOTE: These different websites, MCMIS in particular, will be 
covered in detail later in Module 2 of the training.   
The following 3 slides give a basic screenshot of each application. 
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MCMIS - Federal Out-of-Service 
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MCMIS Website can be accessed 
with a FMCSA Portal Account.   

MCMIS is the real-time source of 
Federal OOS. 



This Operating Status 
message is real-time 
from the MCMIS DB. 

SAFER Website - Federal Out-of-Service 
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Query Central - Federal Out-of-Service 

This ALERT message is 
real-time from the 

MCMIS DB. 



PRISM 

IRP PRISM Requirements for 
Commercial Vehicle Registration 

 
DETAILS 

(Requirements 1 – 15) 
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Legislation 
IRP Requirement 1 

 

● Seek authority to suspend (or revoke) and deny registration if the 
motor carrier responsible for safety of the vehicle is under a 
Federal out of service (OOS) order, including authority to deny 
registration to motor carriers attempting to avoid FMCSA 
enforcement sanctions by obtaining a new DOT number under a 
different name and motor carriers under Federal operating 
authority sanctions. 

35 
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Legislation to Deny/Suspend 
IRP Requirement 1 

● Ensure legislation in place to deny Registration to OOS Carriers 

● Ensure legislation in place to suspend Registrations of OOS 
Carriers 

● Ensure legislation in place to deny  
“Re-incarnated/Affiliated” carriers 
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Example Legislation to Deny/Suspend 
● §17A-9-5. Authority of division to suspend or revoke registration, certificate, etc. 

The division is hereby authorized to suspend or revoke the registration of a vehicle or a certificate of title, 
registration card or registration plate or any nonresident or other permit in any of the following events:  

(1) When the division is satisfied that such registration or that such certificate, card, plate or permit was fraudulently 
or erroneously issued;  

(2) When the division determines that a registered vehicle is mechanically unfit or unsafe to be operated or moved 
upon the highways;  

(3) When a registered vehicle has been dismantled or wrecked;  

(4) When a registration card, registration plate or permit is knowingly displayed upon a vehicle other than the one for 
which issued;  

(5) When the division determines that the owner has committed any offense under this article involving the 
registration or the certificate, card, plate or permit to be suspended or revoked;  

(6) When the vehicle is operated by a commercial motor carrier whose authority to operate in interstate commerce 
has been denied or suspended by the federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration; or  

(7) When the division is so authorized under any other provision of law. 
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Legislation 
IRP Requirement 2 

 

● Seek authority to retrieve license plates from carriers whose 
registration has been suspended based on FMCSA sanctions. 

38 
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Legislation to Retrieve Plates 
IRP Requirement 2 

● OOS for Imminent Hazard and Unsat/Unfit Motor Carrier  
● PRISM states should have legislation in place to retrieve the license plates 

from the motor carrier ASAP  

● If necessary, physically go to carrier’s place of business and remove plates 

 

● OOS for Failure to Pay Fines and New Entrant related 
● Suspension Letter that indicates carrier must return plate if issue is not 

resolved with FMCSA by a certain date 
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Data Collection and Forms 
IRP Requirement 3 

 

● Identify, collect and maintain the USDOT Number and  
Tax Identification Number (TIN) for the motor carrier responsible 
for the safe operation of each vehicle being registered.   

40 
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Collecting USDOT Number of MCRS 
IRP Requirement 3 

● Registration is the initial point of contact in the PRISM process 
between the motor carrier, registrant or motor vehicle owner and 
the government. 

● The USDOT Number will identify the motor carrier responsible for 
safety (MCRS) of the vehicle 

● Objective: Establish the "link" between every vehicle registered 
and an entity that will be responsible for its safe operation during 
the registration year.  

41 



Collecting Tax ID Number (TIN) 
IRP Requirement 3 

● In addition to the USDOT number, all motor carriers must provide 
a Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN) when completing an IRP 
application  
● Used for USDOT Number validation 

● A TIN may be the motor carrier’s: 
● Federal Employer Identification Number (FEIN)  

● or Social Security Number (SSN) 

 

● NOTE: IRP Office should capture the FEIN if available.  Only use 
the SSN in cases where the company does not have a FEIN.  
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Y/N Question – Is MCRS Expected to Change? 
 ● Y/N Question on IRP Schedule A – asks if the MCRS of the vehicle 

is expected to change during the year 

● If answer is NO 
● The cab card will display the carrier’s USDOT Number, name and address, 

● MCRS data will be barcoded into the cab card 

● If answer is YES 
● Cab Card will include the following messages:  

Motor Carrier is expected to change during the registration period.  

● The barcode will only include info for registrant, not the MCRS 
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IRP Vehicle Registration Form 
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Key fields for PRISM 
at vehicle level 

(17,18,20) 



IRP Registration Maintenance 

Scenarios for Assignment of  
Motor Carrier Responsible for Safety 

(MCRS) 

45 



 

PRISM Definitions - Who’s Who? 
● IRP Office must be able to distinguish between the different 

entities involved in the registration process 
● OWNER – The entity listed on the title of the vehicle 

● REGISTRANT – The entity to whom the vehicle registration and the plate 
is issued (IRP Account Holder) 

 
● MOTOR CARRIER RESPONSIBLE FOR SAFETY (MCRS) – The entity 

responsible for operating the vehicle in interstate commerce 
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ABC Motor Carrier registers its three 
trucks and does not lease any of them. 

Entity DOT # 
ABC Motor Carrier 222222 

222222 

222222 

222222 

222222 

Registrant’s USDOT # 

Vehicle: USDOT # of 
Carrier Responsible for Safety 

N 

The N in column 22 indicates that the  
Carrier Responsible for Safety is not 
expected to change during registration. 

N 

N 

Example 1 
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Big Truck Lease registers its three trucks 
and long-term leases them to XYZ Motor 
Carrier.   
 
Big Truck Lease delivers and picks  
up vehicles, thus maintains an interstate 
carrier USDOT Number.   

Entity DOT # 
Big Truck Lease 666666 

XYZ Motor Carrier 333333 

666666 

333333 

333333 

333333 

Registrant DOT # 

Vehicle: DOT # of 
Carrier Responsible for Safety 

N 

N 

N 

Example 2 
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Large Truck Lease registers its three trucks 
and long-term leases them to XYZ Motor 
Carrier.   
 
Large Truck Lease will never operate under 
its own USDOT Number or 
Operating Authority. 

Entity DOT # 
Large Truck Lease REGONLY 

XYZ Motor Carrier 333333 

REGONLY 

333333 

333333 

333333 

Vehicle: DOT # of 
Carrier Responsible for Safety 

N 

N 

N 

Example 3 

49 



Big Truck Lease is renewing its registration. The 
motor carrier responsible for safety, XYZ Motor 
Carrier, is expected to change in 4 months. Big Truck 
Lease has an Interstate Carrier USDOT Number. 

Entity DOT # 
Big Truck Lease 666666 
XYZ Motor Carrier 333333 

666666 

333333 

333333 

333333 

Registrant’s DOT # 

Vehicle: DOT # of 
Carrier Responsible for Safety 

The DOT # of the motor carrier responsible for safety  
at the time of registration should be recorded.   
The Y indicator is recorded to indicate the carrier is expected 
to change.  Carrier information should not be bar-coded on the 
registration cab card. 

Y 

Y 

Y 

Example 4 
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ABC Motor Carrier has a fleet of 3 Owner 
operators on its IRP account. The owner operators 
all have their own authority and their own DOT 
numbers.  However they are all long-term leased 
to ABC Motor Carrier for the entire registration. 

222222 

222222 

222222 

222222 

Registrant’s DOT # 

Vehicle: DOT # of 
Carrier Responsible for Safety 

Entity DOT # 
ABC Motor Carrier 222222 
Owner Operator 1 111111 
Owner Operator 2 777777 

Owner Operator 3 555555 

N 

N 

N 

Example 5 
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Owner Operator Y registers 3 trucks that are 
leased from Big Truck Lease. The trucks are 
then long-term leased to XYZ Motor Carrier. 
Owner Operator Y will never operate the 
trucks under its own Operating Authority 
Entity DOT # 
Big Truck Lease 666666 
Owner Operator Y REGONLY 

XYZ Motor Carrier 333333 

REGONLY 

333333 

333333 

333333 

Vehicle: DOT # of 
Carrier Responsible for Safety 

N 

N 

N 

Example 6 
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Data Collection and Forms 
IRP Requirement 4 

 

● Validate the DOT Number and TIN before adding any DOT Number 
and TIN combination to the IRP registration files at the vehicle 
level (VIN).   

53 

4 



Validate USDOT Number 
IRP Requirement 4 

● Enter USDOT Number and TIN and compare to local Census data 
● PRISM Census File, downloaded daily by the IRP System 

● Ensures carrier is legitimate 

 

● Other validation checks include: 
● Inactive Carriers 

● Intrastate Carriers 

● Registrant-Only, Shipper, Intermodal Equipment Providers (IEP) 
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Validate USDOT Number 
 IRP Requirement 4 

● Validation is done to ensure the number has been issued and to prevent 
fraudulent recording of a USDOT Number on a registration application. 

 

● The TIN is used for this verification of the USDOT Number.  This is to ensure the 
registrant doesn’t just pull a number off the side of a truck to use as his own. 

 

● If no match is found using this process, or if the information is inadequate, then 
you must initiate the second level of validation through a MCMIS Search with 
the USDOT Number and TIN. 
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No-Match between USDOT Number and TIN? 
 IRP Requirement 4 

• If it is clear that one file number is an EIN while the other file contains a Social 
security number, then the operator should get confirmation from the company 
for the EIN and use it on the IRP record and the MCMIS record. 

 

• If the numbers vary by only one digit, the operator should determine if one was 
entered incorrectly and then fix it on the IRP account 

 

• If the numbers are totally different and there is no apparent reason for the 
difference, reject the application until resolution can be obtained from the 
registrant and/or carrier. 
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Validating USDOT Numbers 

Inactive 
• When the validation of the USDOT Number returns a message indicating the 

USDOT Number is on MCMIS but has inactive status, the following should be 
done:   

– Contact local FMCSA Division Office to check if there is any reason not to 
reactivate.  

– If FMCSA approves, reactivate the file and update the current information. 

Intrastate 
• If validation of the Safety Carrier USDOT Number returns a message indicating 

the USDOT Number is an intrastate number only, reject the application.  The 
carrier must change the type of authority to interstate before obtaining an IRP 
registration.  
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Validating USDOT Numbers 

● A key field of the PRISM Census File is the Entity Type.  Valid entity 
types for IRP registration are the following: 

Carrier = C 

Both Carrier/Shipper = B 

● Listed below are the invalid Entity Types for IRP registration 

Shipper = S 

Intermodal Equipment Provider = I 

Broker = K 

Registrant-Only = R 
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Validating USDOT Numbers 

MCS-150 Update Date 

● Prior to March 2014, part of the USDOT validation was to check 
that the MCS-150 Update Date is not over 1 year  
● That requirement was eliminated by the PRISM program as of March 2014.  

States are no longer required to check the MCS-150 date 

● FMCSA regulations are that the MCS-150 Update Date does not 
exceed two years 
● URS will handle the enforcement side of the biennial update, and set a 

carrier to MCSIP Step 52  

● State IRP systems use the MCSIP Step 52 to deny registration 
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Data Collection and Forms 
IRP Requirement 5 

 

● Print and barcode the motor carrier information on the cab card if 
the motor carrier responsible for the safety of the vehicle is not 
expected to change during the registration year. 

60 
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Cab Cards and Credentials 
IRP Requirement 5 

● The 3 scenarios needed for cab card certification are in the 
following screenshots 
● Registrant and MCRS are the same 

● Registrant and MCRS are different (MCRS not expected to change) 

● MCRS is expected to change 
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IRP Requirement 5 

Barcode the Cab Cards 

● IRP Schedule A - includes a Y/N question, asking if the carrier is 
expected to change during the registration period 

 

● If the carrier is NOT expected to change, barcode and print the 
information on the cab card: 
● USDOT Number 

● Carrier Name 

● Mailing Address 
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Cab Card  
Example 1 

When there is no lease and 
the Carrier Responsible for 
Safety is NOT expected to 
change, the following info is 
printed on the Cab Card: 
 
- USDOT Number  
- Carrier Name 
- Mailing Address 

Same  
Company 
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Cab Card  
Example 2 

Different  
Company 

When there is a lease, but 
the Carrier Responsible for 
Safety is NOT expected to 
change, the following info 
is printed on the Cab Card: 
 
- USDOT Number 
- Carrier Name 
- Mailing Address 
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Cab Card  
Example 3 

When there is a lease and the 
Carrier Responsible for Safety 
IS expected to change 
during the registration 
year, the Cab Card includes a 
message:  
THE CARRIER RESPONSIBLE 
FOR SAFETY IS EXPECTED 
TO CHANGE DURING THE 
REGISTRATION PERIOD 
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Data Collection and Forms 
IRP Requirement 6 

 

● Incorporate PRISM requirements in temporary authority 
processes. 

66 
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Temporary Cab Cards 
IRP Requirement 6 

● If the IRP office does issue Temp Cab Cards, the same rules for the 
Permanent Cab Cards should apply 

 

● Provide the 3 example cab card scenarios for the temporary 
registrations to PRISM Technical Support for additional cab card 
certification 
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Registration Processes 
IRP Requirement 7 

 

● Check carrier safety status before issuing credentials and deny the 
registration if the motor carrier is prohibited from interstate 
operations. 

68 

7 



Check Carrier OOS Status 
IRP Requirement 7 

● USDOT Number check 
● One of the most important PRISM functions is checking 

during the registration process to make sure the motor 
carrier responsible for safety is not OOS. 

● Using the PRISM Target File, the MCSIP Step of the carrier 
responsible for safety of every vehicle must be checked 
prior to completing the processing and issuing 
credentials. 
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PRISM Target File – MCSIP Steps  
MCSIP Step 

Number 
Targeted at 
Roadside 

Deny 
Registration 

Step Description 

52 Y Y Biennial Update not Completed 

54 Y Y OOSO – Imminent Hazard 

55 Y Y  OOSO – Unsat/Unfit 

57 Y Y  OOSO – Failure to Pay Fine for Safety Violation 

58 Y Y  OOSO – New Entrant Revoked for Expedited Actions 

63 Y Y  OOSO – New Entrant Revoked for Refusal of Audit/No Contact 

64 Y Y  OOSO – New Entrant Revoked for Failure of Safety Audit 

65 Y Y  OOSO –Operating without Authority 
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Example of OOS Error Message 
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Registration Processes 
IRP Requirement 8 

 

● Check carrier safety status during the registration period on a daily 
basis, and suspend the registrations of any vehicles assigned to 
motor carriers under a Federal OOS order or under Federal 
operating authority sanctions. 

72 
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Daily OOS Report for Suspensions 
IRP Requirement 8 

● Run a daily OOS report for the IRP manager 

● Daily OOS report compares the PRISM Target File from 
yesterday to today to identify any new OOS Carriers in the State 

● Check to see if State has any vehicles registered to the new OOS 
Carrier 
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Vehicle Registration Suspension Process 
IRP Requirement 8 
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Daily OOS 
Report 

Notified by 
FMCSA 

Suspend 
Vehicles of 

OOS Carrier 

Send 
Suspension 

Letter 

 State LE 
Agency  

Pick-up Plates 

Identification Suspension Notification Action 

or 



Example of Virginia DMV / IRP 
PRISM Vehicle Suspension Process 

 
 

Note: The following 6 slides are taken from examples from the 
Virginia DMV Suspension Process.   

 
This information was collected based on a September 2013 

PRISM Implementation Review with the Virginia DMV.  
 



FMCSA Issues Out-of-Service Order 
● STEP 1: Motor Carrier with USDOT Number 1682480 is put under 

a Federal Out-of-Service Order by FMCSA on 6-18-2013 
 

 

 



PRISM Daily OOS Tracking Report 
● STEP 2: The following day, 6/19/2013, VA-DMV receives the new 

PRISM Target File and runs the daily OOS Tracking Report 

● The VIN 1FUJCRCK26PW19544 is identified as a vehicle registered 
in Virginia IRP system associated with the OOS carrier 1682480 
 

 

 



State Suspension – IRP Status Code 950 
● STEP 3: The evening of 6/19/2013, VA-DMV updates the vehicle 

registration record via nightly CVIEW upload and sets the IRP 
Status Code to 950 = STATE SUSPENSION DUE TO FEDERAL OOS 

 
 

 

 



Revocation Order Letter Sent 
● STEP 4: Also on 6/19/2013, a Revocation Order letter is 

automatically generated by the system, and sent to C&H Transport 



License Plate Pick-Up Order 
● STEP 5: Depending on the type of Federal OOS order, a Pick-Up 

order may be placed on the plate 59874PY 

● In this case, the OOS is for UNSAT/UNFIT Motor Carrier, therefore 
a pick-up order was issued 



DMV Law Enforcement Action 
● STEP 6: On 6/24/2013, the DMV Law Enforcement agent receives 

notification from the DMV’s IBR system to pick-up plates, then 
meets with carrier in person to collect plates in hand 



Registration Processes 
IRP Requirement 9 

 

● Check every Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) entered into the 
IRP system against the PRISM Target File to see if the vehicle is 
associated with a motor carrier that is under a Federal OOS order 
or under Federal operating authority sanctions. 

82 
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USDOT Check vs. VIN Check 
IRP Requirement 9 

● USDOT Check  

- Simple, just checking MCSIP Step for OOS 

● VIN Check 

- Checks the VIN number against the PRISM Target File to see if that 
vehicle is associated with any OOS USDOT Number 

- The VIN may be associated with a different OOS USDOT Number 
than what the Registrant is providing 
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VIN Check 
IRP Requirement 9 

● 2 scenarios 

● “Good” Carrier purchased vehicle from OOS Carrier, has proof of 
sale and/or new leasing agreement:  
● VIN Override  

● Email to PRISM Technical Support (Volpe) 
 

● Carrier cannot prove vehicle is no longer associated to the OOS 
carrier 
● Deny Registration 
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VIN Check Override Procedure 
1. If the registrant indicates that the vehicle is no longer leased to the 

“bad” carrier or the vehicles have been sold to another good carrier, 
obtain documentation to prove these statements. 

2. Confirm the lease with the carrier responsible for safety.   
3. Check MCMIS for both the new number provided by the registrant and 

the old number with the bad safety check.   
Compare the information on MCMIS for these two numbers.   

4. If the company names are similar, the addresses are the same or similar, 
the phone numbers, fax numbers and cell phone numbers are the same 
or the officer names are the same, or the new USDOT number has been 
issued very recently, there is reason to suspect the new carrier is in fact 
the old carrier re-invented.  

5. Question the applicant further to resolve why the information is the 
same or similar.  Refuse registration until you are satisfied that the new 
number belongs to an entirely different person than the old one.  
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VIN Check Override - Example 
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VIN Check Override – Email to Volpe 
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VIN Check - Re-incarnated/Affiliated Carrier 
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Registration Processes 
IRP Requirement 10 

 

● Update the PRISM-SAFER database daily with vehicle registration 
information by uploading either a PRISM Vehicle File or CVIEW 
T0022 transactions. 
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Upload Targeted Vehicles to PRISM 
IRP Requirement 10 

● OPTION 1:  PRISM Vehicle File (PVF)  
● State downloads PRISM Carrier File containing OOS and unsafe carriers 

● Use USDOT Number to compare to local vehicle records  

● Upload only the “Targeted” vehicles to PRISM 

 

● OPTION 2:  CVIEW T0022 Upload Transaction 
● Using the T0022, States upload ALL of their IRP vehicle records 

● PRISM application filters thru the records to choose correct vehicles to put 
in the Target File 
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Registration Processes 
IRP Requirement 11 

 

● Maintain/update the IRP Status Code within the vehicle 
registration records, and apply the 950 status code to vehicles that 
are suspended due to a Federal OOS order. 
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IRP Vehicle Status Codes 
BACKGROUND 

● The IRP Status Code field is used to track the registration status 
and suspension information of each IRP vehicle record 

● The IRP Status Code field has always been included in the  
CVIEW T0022 vehicle upload transaction 
● IRP Status Code field was added to the  

PRISM Vehicle File (PVF) format in December 2010 

● PRISM worked with Query Central to add a “Status” column to the 
vehicle records displayed on the Vehicle PRISM Summary screen 
● Status column uses value from IRP Status Code field to display message 
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IRP Vehicle Status Codes 
CURRENT CODE LIST 

● In December 2010, the number of allowable IRP Status Codes was 
reduced from twenty-seven to four: 

100 – Active 

900 – Inactive 

950 – Suspended due to Federal OOS 

961 – Suspended due to other reason (non-Fed OOS) 
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IRP Vehicle Status Codes 
100 - ACTIVE 

● If the vehicle registration is current and valid, the IRP status code 
of 100 should be applied to the record 
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IRP Vehicle Status Codes 
900 - INACTIVE 

● If the vehicle registration has expired, the IRP status code of 900 
should be applied to the record 
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IRP Vehicle Status Codes 
950 – STATE SUSPENSION DUE TO FED OOS 

● If the vehicle registration has been suspended by the State as a 
result of a Federal OOS, apply the IRP status code of 950 
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State Suspension Process 
SETTING THE IRP STATUS CODE 950 
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Daily OOS 
Report 

Notified by 
FMCSA 

Suspend 
Vehicles of 

OOS Carrier 

Send 
Suspension 

Letter 

 State Agency  
Pick-up Plates 

Identification Suspension Notification Action 

or 

Set IRP 
Status Code 

to 950 

Send Updated 
Record to 

SAFER-PRISM 



State Suspension Process 
CLEARING THE 950 CODE 

● If the vehicle record is no longer suspended and put back in 
service, clear the record  
● Remove the 950 code 

● Change back to active status with 100 code.   
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Communications and Training 
IRP Requirem ent 12 

99 

 

● Collect the number of registration denials and 
suspensions/revocations due to a motor carrier being identified as 
under a Federal OOS order, and report to the Division Office on a 
quarterly basis.  
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Quarterly Report of Denials/Suspensions 

100 
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Communications and Training 
IRP Requirement 13 

 

● Provide assistance to FMCSA Division Office for carrier-related 
registration information requested.  

13 



Provide Assistance to FMCSA Division Office 

• Division office may require reports to show vehicle records 
tied to a particular carrier 

• IRP Office is the authoritative source for vehicle registration 
records 

 

• Help FMCSA with address corrections 

• Carriers with “Undeliverable Address” 

• IRP Office may have a more recent address 
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Communications and Training 
IRP Requirement 14 

 

● Provide assistance to State motor carrier law enforcement for 
carrier-related registration information requested. 
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Provide Assistance to Law Enforcement 
• State LE Agency may ask for a list of vehicles for a particular 

carrier 

• Prior to conducting a CR, or New Entrant Audit 

• Helps to get a feel for how many vehicles the carrier has 
registered 

 

• Suspension process 

• Coordinate with State LE partners on process for retrieving 
license plates from OOS carriers 
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Communications and Training 
IRP Requirement 15 

 

● Ensure PRISM training is provided to all appropriate IRP staff, 
motor carriers, and other interested parties, including training of 
IRP staff on key FMCSA applications such as MCMIS and Query 
Central, where applicable. 
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Training for IRP Staff and Industry 
IRP Requirement 15 

● Establish portal accounts for MCMIS access 
● IRP Clerks in the DMV will have Generic View read-only authority to view 

all carrier data within MCMIS.  

● Conduct PRISM training and MCMIS training for IRP Staff 

 

● Develop and conduct training for motor carriers 
● Include PRISM related information in State IRP Manual  
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Training Motor Carriers on MCS-150 Updates 
 

States  should request the registrants and carriers to  
update the MCS -150 information online  
directly on MCMIS using the web site. 

 

The MCS-150 form is still an option to mail or fax to FMCSA-HQ, 
but the paper form will be eliminated in October 2015, when the 
new FMCSA system URS (Unified Registration System) goes into 
full effect. 

 

 

 

 

MCS-150 Update Options 
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MCS150 Form 
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Biennial Update Handout for Carriers 
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Congratulations! 
 

● You have reviewed all 15 PRISM IRP Registration Requirements! 
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MCMIS Introduction and Training 
(Motor Carrier Management Information System) 



FMCSA Portal 
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://portal.fmcsa.dot.gov/login 



FMCSA Portal Homepage 
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MCMIS link is found under 
Available FMCSA Systems 



MCMIS Homepage 
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From menu at the top-right, select 
“Company Information” and then 

click on “GO” Button 



Company Search 
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Enter USDOT 
Number 



View Company Record - Identification 
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Check that the  
Company Type is CARRIER 

and Status is ACTIVE  



View Company Record – Identification Cont. 
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Check the  
EIN or SSN Value 
and MCS-150 Date 



View Company Record – Operation Classification 
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Click on the tabs across 
top for more info 



View Company Record – Cargo Classification 
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View Company Record – Hazardous Materials 
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View Company Record – Equipment 
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View Company Record – Drivers 
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Active Carrier vs. Inactive Carrier 
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Inactive Registrant Number 
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Biennial Update not Completed 
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Federal Out-of-Service (OOS) 
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OOS Records 
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From the Options menu, 
click on OOS Records, 

then click on 
“GO” Button 



View OOS Records History 
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Check the OOS 
Date and Reason 



Interstate Carrier 
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Scroll to bottom of the page 



Intrastate Carrier 
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Scroll to bottom of the page 



Secondary USDOT Numbers 
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Primary USDOT Numbers 
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View MCS-150 History 
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From the Options menu, click on 
“View MCS-150/150B History”, 

 then click on 
“GO” Button 



View MCS-150 History 
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Click on a date to see the MCS-150 



View MCS-150 

135 



Hands-On MCMIS Training 
● Show how to access the MCMIS production system via  

the FMCSA Portal 

 

● Review common tasks such as View Company Record, OOS 
Records, MCS-150 History, etc. 

 

● PRISM team will provide testing data with carriers of different 
status, OOS orders, etc. 
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THE END! 
Send PRISM related questions to: 

 
PRISMTechnicalSupport@dot.gov 
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