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Situation 

Which presents a greater safety risk? 

A large truck driving outside the lane line 

or a passenger car driving outside the 

lane line? 

While the large truck presents a greater potential 

risk based on its size, the passenger car is more 

likely to be pulled over. 

For Official Use Only 

2 



Video: Traffic Stop Leads to More 
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http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/safety/driver-safety/traffic-stop-leads-more-large-truck-and-bus-traffic-enforcement


Criminal Activity 
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At the Very Least… 

Do your part by enforcing traffic safety laws 

for ALL vehicles on the road. 
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 Video: Enforcing Traffic Safety 
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http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/safety/driver-safety/enforcing-traffic-safety-large-truck-and-bus-traffic-enforcement


Large Truck and Bus Traffic Enforcement 

Begins With… 
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When Conducting a Large Truck or Bus  

Vehicle Stop…  

Identify safety considerations that apply 

before, during, and after a vehicle stop.  
CONSIDER 

For Official Use Only 

8 



Motor Vehicle Law Violations 
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Video: Driver Behaviors 
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http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/safety/driver-safety/driver-behaviors-large-truck-and-bus-traffic-enforcement


Driver Behaviors as Predictors of Crashes 

Driver Behavior 
Crash Probability 

Increase 

Failure to use or improper signal conviction 96% 

Past crash 88% 

Improper passing violation 88% 

Improper turn conviction 84% 

Improper or erratic lane change conviction 80% 

Failure to maintain proper lane/location 

conviction 

68% 

Failure to obey traffic sign 68% 

Speeding conviction (15 mph over speed limit) 67% 

Any conviction 65% 

Reckless/careless/inattentive/negligent driving 

conviction 

64% 
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Additional Offenses 
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Making the Stop 
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The Environment 

Did You Know? 
It takes six seconds for a large truck to 

stop when it is travelling at 55 mph. 

Do not stop on curves, hills, and steep 

grades. 
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The Environment 

Did You Know? 
The weight of a large truck or bus 

easily exceeds 14,000 lbs. The weight 

of the average car is around 4,000 lbs. 

Do not stop on curves, hills, and steep 

grades. 
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The Environment 

Did You Know? 
A large truck’s maximum acceleration 

rate is only 30% of a passenger car’s. 

Do not stop on curves, hills, and steep 

grades. 
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If the Vehicle Does Not Stop 
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Video: Making the Stop 
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http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/safety/driver-safety/making-stop-large-truck-and-bus-traffic-enforcement


Personal Safety 
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Video: Approaching the Vehicle 
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http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/safety/driver-safety/approaching-vehicle-large-truck-and-bus-traffic-enforcement


Maintain Awareness 
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Maintain Awareness 
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Public Safety Hazards 
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What to Look For – Defects 
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What to Look For – Placards  

Do not approach a placarded vehicle 

that is leaking or smoking. 
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Video: Safety Around the Truck Cab 
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http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/safety/driver-safety/safety-around-truck-cab-large-truck-and-bus-traffic-enforcement


Interacting with the Operator 
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Passenger Car Vehicle Stop 
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Video: Asking for Documentation 
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http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/safety/driver-safety/asking-documentation-large-truck-and-bus-traffic-enforcement


Remember… 

You do not need to review the 

shipping papers, the log book, or 

the driver’s medical card. 
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Video: About CDLs 
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http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/safety/driver-safety/about-cdls-large-truck-and-bus-traffic-enforcement


CDL Information 
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Verifying CDL Privileges 

Is the weight rating 
 ≥ 26,001 lbs.? 

Is the driver operating 
a vehicle that is a 

combination vehicle? 

Is the total weight 
rating of the vehicle(s) 

being towed  
> 10,000 lbs.? 

Class A CDL Class B CDL Class C CDL 

Is the weight rating of 
the power unit alone  

 ≥ 26,001 lbs.? 

Is the vehicle used to 
transport hazardous 

material? 

No CDL Required YES 

NO 

YES 

YES 

NO NO 

YES 

NO 

YES 

Is the vehicle designed 
to carry 16 or more 

passengers including 
the driver? 

NO 
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Verifying CDL Privileges 
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Criminal Activity 
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Detecting Criminal Activity – Vehicle 
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Detecting Criminal Activity – Driver 
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What to Look For – Passengers 
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Contact a Motor Carrier Safety  

Assistance Program Officer 

When contacting a Motor Carrier Safety 

Assistance Program (MCSAP) officer, share 

what you have observed. 
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Citing and Reporting 
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Completing the Citation 
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Video: Check the Appropriate Boxes 
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http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/safety/driver-safety/check-appropriate-boxes-large-truck-and-bus-traffic-enforcement


Check the Appropriate Boxes 
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After the Stop 
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When Clearing the Stop 
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Video: Re-Entering Traffic 
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http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/safety/driver-safety/re-entering-traffic-large-truck-and-bus-traffic-enforcement


Summary 
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Making the Difference Involves… 
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When Conducting a Large Truck or Bus  

Vehicle Stop…  
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Traffic Safety Applies to All Traffic 

Do your part by enforcing traffic safety laws 

for ALL vehicles on the road. 
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Video Links 

http://www.aamva.org/18-Wheels-and-BUSted/ 
18 Wheels and 

Busted 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GmEATMjQS

hI&feature=youtu.be 
Pull ’em Over 

http://www.theiacp.org/Fraudulent-Commercial-

Drivers-Licenses  
Fraudulent CDLs 

http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/registration/commercia

l-drivers-license/commercial-motor-vehicle-

awareness-training-guide 

CMV Awareness 

Training Guide 
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