Large Truck and Bus Traffic Enforcement
Talking Points
Curriculum
· FMCSA has developed a Large Truck and Bus Traffic Enforcement Training Curriculum designed to encourage improvements in the unsafe driver behavior that leads to vehicle crashes.
· The curriculum includes video segments intended to illustrate what CMV traffic enforcement best practices look like in real world situations.
· Highly visible traffic enforcement is a proven effective countermeasure for local, state, and national highway safety programs.
· The Large Truck and Bus Traffic Enforcement Training Curriculum offers various strategies and procedures to safely overcome officers’ objections to stopping large vehicles.  
Delivery
· The Large Truck and Bus Traffic Enforcement Training Curriculum, as well as the promotional video, a one-page promotional handout, the curriculum accompanying Instructor Guide and point of contact information is available at this webpage – www.fmcsa.dot.gov/trafficenforcement.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]To register for training or review upcoming schedules, please visit www.fmcsa.dot.gov/trafficenforcement. 
· Because FMCSA wants this information shared as widely as possible, we have adapted the video training materials for the classroom, online, and roll call training.
· We also provided delivery guidance materials for trainers whom can help relay the information to classrooms full of students.
Background
· Each year more than 4,000 people lose their lives on U.S. highways in crashes involving large trucks and buses.  Tragically, the number of fatalities has risen each year since 2009 to its current level of 4,161 in 2014.
· Although large trucks and buses represent approximately 5 percent of the registered vehicles, 10 percent of the vehicle miles traveled – they are involved in 13 percent of all fatal crashes.
· One reason behind the prevalence of large trucks and buses involved in fatal crashes is driver-related factors – that is on both sides – the truck or bus operator, as well as, the passenger vehicle driver.
· When a driver speeds, makes improper lane changes, tailgates, drives and texts or otherwise becomes distracted, the result can turn deadly in an instant.
· Some officers are uncomfortable and hesitant to conduct a vehicle stop of a large truck or bus even after observing illegal or unsafe driving behavior.
· This reluctance may be linked to circumstances on the road that make it complicated to safely pullover an 80,000-pound, 80 foot-long commercial motor vehicle.  Or it  might be the agencys’ culture that discourages officers actively engaging large trucks or buses.
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