
Applying the Crash Calendar Data Viz Project 



Background on the Crash Calendar Data Viz Project 



Wisconsin’s multi-disciplinary Traffic Safety Commissions 

Wisconsin Bureau of Transportation Safety 



     “location, 
    reason, and    
       season,” 

“WHERE, WHEN, 
and HOW,” 

“want to know where and 

when crashes happen,” 
 

“too many 
numbers!”     “too much 

statistics!” 

 
 
“hard to look at 

all the data,” 
“I like the 

number format 
vs. graphs and 

Charts,” 

       “time of day, 
 day of week, weather        

          conditions,” 

“breakdown of causes of 

crashes would be helpful to 
identify areas of extra 

Patrol,” 

  “the easier it is to read … the 

 more likely it will become 

  actionable.” 



what if? 
 It's a weekday and we know there's a storm coming. It's going to hit 

late-afternoon when a lot of people will be trying to get home from work. 
Where did we have the most crashes when we've had comparable storm 
events?  If we could use our data to get at that kind of information quickly, 
we would be better able to deploy officers appropriately…  
 

                                                                                                      – Commander Knudson 
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Development of the Crash Calendar Data Viz Project. 



Mr CUP | ecrire@fabienbarral.com 

“Designing is the practice of combining stuff. So, the more stuff you know, 
The greater the chance you’ll find an original combination.” 

Mr. CUP, ecrire@fabienbarral.com 



BETA – 27 April 2012 



bringing data to life … 



“Best use of Excel I’ve seen in a LONG 
time.  I’m impressed that this was even 

possible using that tool.” 
  

Robert A. Scopatz, DATA-NEXUS 



Variations on the Data Viz Project 



interactive web-demo (summer 2012) 

WI Fatals (2001–11) 



2011 WI reportable crashes 



2012 preliminary data (August 2012) 



January 2012 >>> 

July 2012 >>>                 “Crash Clock” prototype 



Kentucky TRCC 



Indiana LTAP 



DDACTS 



FEMA / NFIRS 
 



MADD 



Wisconsin Large Truck Data 









Wisconsin large truck crashes (2010–12 DMV data)  

  inclement roads  |        rural roads         |        urban roads 



Joni Graves, AICP 
 

Wisconsin LTAP   Transportation Information Center 
Dept. of Engineering Professional Development    UW-Madison 

 
graves@epd.engr.wisc.edu                                http://wisconsinsafetydataportal.org 
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