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Key Messages
· Speeding remains a leading factor in fatal crashes on America’s roads—and for large, heavy vehicles, the laws of physics make the risks even greater. Higher speeds increase stopping distance, reduce reaction time, and can lead to more crashes.
· Maintaining a safe speed is one of the most critical behaviors a commercial motor vehicle (CMV) driver can practice every day. It protects the driver, their cargo, and everyone sharing the road.
· Maintaining a safe speed is part of FMCSA’s Our Roads, Our Safety® campaign, which equips the millions of professional truck and bus drivers, safety partners, and passenger vehicles with safety messages and resources to remind them of safe driving behaviors on our roads and how we can all share the road safely.
· By reinforcing the importance of driving at the posted speed limit, we help reduce crashes and injuries involving CMV drivers and support the professional drivers who keep America moving.

What is the Our Roads, Our Safety® Campaign?

· Our Roads, Our Safety® is the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration’s (FMCSA) national public education campaign focused on reducing crashes involving large trucks and buses. 
· Since its launch in 2016, Our Roads, Our Safety® has reached millions of road users nationwide through outreach, partnerships, and education.
· The campaign emphasizes shared responsibility and promotes practical driving tips—including the importance of maintaining a safe speed—that help keep everyone safer on the road.

How is Speeding Impacting Our Roadways?

· Fatal crashes on America’s roadways remain a serious concern, and speeding continues to be a leading contributing factor. In 2023, 11,775 lives were lost in crashes involving speed, a slight decrease from 2022, yet still representing one-third of all traffic fatalities.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  NHTSA Traffic Safety Facts 2023 Data – 2025] 

· Speeding puts everyone at risk. Controlling speed is a shared responsibility and a critical part of preventing crashes. 
· Large trucks and buses require greater stopping distance and more time to respond because of their size and weight. A fully loaded truck traveling at highway speed can take the length of two football fields to stop. Safe operation and compliance with traffic laws save lives. 
· Speed management is especially important for CMV drivers—whether traveling at highway speeds, approaching sharp curves, or adjusting to changing road conditions. Driving at an appropriate speed helps maintain control and reduce the risk of a crash.

Safety Tips and Calls to Action

It’s important for everyone sharing the road to be aware of the dangers of speeding and follow these tips: 
· Prioritize safety and always maintain a safe speed. It is illegal to drive above the posted speed limit. 
· Always conduct a comprehensive pre-trip inspection to help ensure your vehicle is safe and road-ready before every trip.
· Check the weather before driving. Hazardous conditions like rain, sleet, or snow can greatly increase your stopping distance. Slow down, stay alert, and drive at a safe speed.
· Review your route before you drive. Be aware of work zones, detours, mountainous terrain, and road conditions to anticipate when a slower speed may be necessary.
· Reduce speed on curves and ramps. Speed limits posted on curve warning signs are often intended for passenger vehicles. CMV drivers should reduce their speed even further and approach curves and entrance/exit ramps with extra caution.  
· Help amplify these important safety messages by sharing Our Roads, Our Safety® campaign materials with your network. When posting on social media, use #OurRoads and tag the Our Roads, Our Safety® Facebook page.
· Email us directly at OurRoads@dot.gov to explore how your organization can partner with us to advance CMV safety in your community.
· Our Roads, Our Safety® is committed to improving safety on America’s roadways by providing safety tips for drivers, CMV operators, cyclists, and pedestrians.

For downloadable resources on key safety topics, check out FMCSA’s Outreach Toolkit: https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/ourroads/general-safe-driving-resources.
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