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CDLPI & CMVOST Discretionary 
Grant Program Overview 



Using Zoom

Your Zoom participant menu:
• May differ slightly, or offer more options, depending on your Zoom account
• May be hidden, hover over the bottom or top of your screen to display 

Joining by phone?
Use the mute button               
on your phone.

Click buttons to toggle 
on/off. The arrow (^) will 
bring up more options.

Click to display the 
participant list and chat box. 
You can show/hide these 
boxes during the webinar.

Use emojis to share 
how you feel about 
the content.
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Agenda
• Upcoming  and Previous Webinars

• Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) Structure

• FMCSA CDLPI Grant Program Overview

• FMCSA CMVOST Grant Program Overview

• Resources 

3



Presenters
• Wendy Cunningham

Transportation Specialist
Commercial Driver’s License Division

• Francisco Soto
Transportation Specialist
Commercial Driver’s License Division 
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Previous & Upcoming Webinars
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Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) Structure
• Section A - Program Description

• Section B - Federal Award Information

• Section C - Eligibility Information

• Section D - Application and Submission Information

• Section E - Application Review Information

• Section F - Federal Award Administration Information

• Section G - Federal Awarding Agency Contacts

• Section H - Other Information
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Section A: Program Description - CDLPI
• Commercial Driver’s License Program Implementation (CDLPI) purpose

• Assist State Driver’s Licensing Agencies(SDLA) 
• Achieve compliance with statutory requirements and FMCSA regulations concerning 

driver's license standards and programs, namely 49 U.S.C. § 31311(a) and 49 CFR parts 
383 and 384. 

• Other Entitles 
• Capable of executing national projects that aid States in their compliance efforts and that 

will improve the success and consistency of the national Commercial Driver’s License 
(CDL) Program

• Focuses on the concept that each driver has only one driving record and only one 
licensing document, commonly referred to as "One Driver — One License — One 
Record."  
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Section A: Performance Goals and Indicators - CDLPI
• Goal

• Assist State’s in complying with the requirements in 49 U.S.C. §31311

• Improving or Sustaining the State’s Implementation of its commercial driver's license program, 49 
CFR part 383 and 384.

• Performance Indicators

• Master Compliance- Sustained compliance with 49 CFR part 383 and 384

• Issuance of CDL and CLP – new, upgrades, endorsements and change state of records for 
ONLY qualified drivers and prevention of fraudulent activities

• Timeliness- Completing all required transactions, issuance, disqualification, suspensions, 
downgrades in timely manner

• Data Quality- accuracy and completeness of all driver records and histories

• Innovative Approach- novel techniques and approaches benefiting national CDL program.
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Section A: National Priority Descriptions - CDLPI
• State Compliance with 49 U.S.C. §31311, to improve the State’s Implementation of its CDL 

program
• SDLAs and other State agencies

• Research, Development and testing, Demonstration projects, & Public education
• State agencies, local government and other entities (exception: individuals)

• Benefits all jurisdictions of the U.S.
• Addresses national safety concerns and circumstances
• Emerging issues relating CDL improvements
• Innovative ideas and solutions to CDL Program Issues
• In addition to other funds otherwise available for such purpose, recognition, prevention, and 

reporting of Human Trafficking
• Other CDL issues as determined by the Secretary
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Section A: Program Description - CMVOST
• Commercial Motor Vehicle Operators Safety Training (CMVOST) purpose

• To train individuals in safe operation of commercial motor vehicles as defined by 49 USC §
31301 (driver’s requiring a CDL)

• Award priority to grant applications for programs to train former members of the armed forces 
(as defined in section 101 of title 10) in the safe operation of such vehicles.
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Section A: Performance Goals and Indicators - CMVOST
• Performance Goal

• Expand the number of CDL holders possessing operator safety training

• Performance Indicators

• Total number of students recruited, enrolled, graduated (obtained a CDL) and employed 

• Number of Students supported by category e.g., Veterans, underserved and other students

• Retention data, when available 
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Section A: National Priority Descriptions - CMVOST
• Priority

• Training current and former members of the U.S. Armed Forces, including National Guard 
members and Reservists, as well as certain military family members.

• Additional priorities may be added. Examples from previous years include:

• Family members of the U.S. Armed Forces and Underserved Communities 
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Section B: Federal Award Information
• Funding and Number of Awards

• Congress Authorizes and Appropriates Funding
• An estimate of number of awards to be made each year
• NOFO will state If program has a maximum per award

• Type of Award
• Cooperative Agreement
• Grant

• Period of Performance
• Based upon Program Statute in U.S.C., the number of years will be provided for each specific grant 

program. 

13



Section B: Federal Award Information
• Standard Title VI/Non-Discrimination Program Assurance and Plan Title VI Assessments

• This is a requirement which commits the grant applicant to complying with Title VI and related 
nondiscrimination authorities.

• The Assurance and Plan Title VI Assessment must be received and approved by the FMCSA 
Title VI Program Manager

• If an applicant does not include the approved documents in the application, the application 
can be determined to be ineligible.

• Recorded webinar available at https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/grantswebinars

• Questions on Title VI Program Assurance and Compliance Plan

• Contact Lester Finkle at Lester.Finkle@dot.gov
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Section C: Eligibility Information
• Eligible Entities

• Ineligible Entities

• Individuals 

• Cost-Sharing and Matching Requirements

• Each program's Statute indicates up to 15%

CDLPI
• SDLAs  Agencies
• Other State Agencies
• Institution of Higher Education

• Minority Institutions
• Non-State Organizations

CMVOST
• Educational institutions accredited by U.S. Department of Education

• Non-accredited institutions approved by U.S. Department of Labor as 
eligible training providers and who accepts Workforce Innovation and 
Opportunity (WIAO) Act and approve by State Approving 
Agencies(SAA) and the U.S. Veterans Administration (VA) to accept VA 
benefits
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Section D: Application & Submission Information
• Content and Form of Application Submissions

• Formatting
• Fonts
• Margins 
• Page limitations

• Project Plan Narrative Requirements
• Performance-based project plan 

• Required elements for each project
• See NOFO Section B, for limitations on number of projects per Application

• Budget Narrative Requirements
• Page limitation observed
• Description by Budget Category

• Detailed to justify the funding level requested and natural connection to the activities
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Section D: Application & Submission Information
• Performance Based Project Plan Elements

• Introduction
• Problem Statement
• Performance Objective
• Performance Activity 
• Performance Measurement Plan
• Monitoring and Timeline/Milestone Plan

• Assistant with writing a successful performance-based project narrative refer to 
• CDLPI Best Practices document

• https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.axd/CDLPI_Best_Practices_20190628.pdf

17

https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.axd/CDLPI_Best_Practices_20190628.pdf


Section E: Application Review Information
• Eligibility Criteria

• Intake Process

• Merit Evaluation Criteria
• Technical Merit

• Panel of Subject Matter Experts reviews each applications
• Budget/Cost Analysis Criteria

• Allowable, Reasonableness, Allocable, and supports project plan details
• Program-Specific Criteria

• Priority addressed and likely to achieve successful completion of project
• Past Performance Criteria

• Past awards achievements of Objectives/Activities within budget and timelines
• Other Review Information

• E.O. 13985 and ROUTES, Economic Vitality, use of alternative Fuels, etc..
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Section E: Application Review Information
• Review and Selection Process 

• Recommendation of the initial selection provided to the FMCSA Administrator for review and 
approval. 
• Consolidation of all five merit review elements to be comprehensive evaluation summary of all critical 

items

• Assigned Rating Determination 
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Section E: Application Review Information
• Ratings

The FMCSA prioritizes applications using the ratings shown below based on the applicability of 
the merit criteria and other preferences to the application.

• Highly Responsive

• Fully addressed all aspects of NOFO with minimum or no weaknesses

• Responsive

• Most aspects of NOFO addressed with weaknesses addressed with a recommendation of
reduced award or post award term and condition

• Not Responsive

• Does not address all aspects of NOFO sufficiently to indicate a strong likelihood of
successfully administer the project plan
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Section F: Federal Award Notices

• FMCSA may contact applicants with additional questions or for clarification of the application’s 
components.

• Applicants chosen for funding are formally notified electronically by FMCSA’s grant management 
system, GrantSolutions (www.grantsolutions.gov). 

• Acceptance of the award constitutes the recipient’s agreement to comply with all applicable 
statutes, regulations, executive orders, OMB circulars, and terms and conditions of the award.

• Unsuccessful applicants will be notified by email. 

• The FMCSA will send a letter to notify those who were not funded with suggestions for how 
applications can be improved for the next grant cycle. 

• The FMCSA does not have an appeal process for unsuccessful applications for discretionary 
grant funds.
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Section F: Administrative & National Policy Requirements
• All awards will be administered pursuant to the Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost

Principles and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards found in 2 CFR part 200, as
adopted by DOT at 2 CFR part 1201 and FMCSA statutes and regulations.

• Additional provisions that apply to this NOFO and/or awards made under this NOFO, including
but not limited to those related to SAM, can be found in the Grants.gov application package
under the “Related Documents” tab.

• Applicants are strongly encouraged to thoroughly review all documents when preparing
applications.
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Section F: Reporting
• Quarterly Reporting responsibilities include:

• Program performance reports using the Performance Progress Report (SF-PPR)
• Financial status using the Federal Financial Report (SF-425, also known as the FFR)
• Request for Reimbursement (SF-270)

• Recipients must submit
• SF-425 and SF-PPR reports electronically through GrantSolutions
• SF-270 reimbursement requests electronically through Delphi/iSupplier
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Section G: Federal Awarding Agency Contacts

• Wendy.Cunningham@dot.gov
FMCSA Transportation Specialist
Commercial Driver’s License Division

• Francisco.Soto@dot.gov
FMCSA Transportation Specialist
Commercial Driver’s License Division
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Sections H: Other Information
• Federal Funding Opportunities and Application Package

• www.Grants.gov

• Grant Management Training
• https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/Grants/GrantManagement.aspx

• CDLPI Resources
• https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/Grants/CDLPI.aspx

• CDLPI Best Practices
• https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.axd/CDLPI_Best_Practices_20190628.pdf

• Previous Year Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO)
• Appendix A: Application Package Requirements Checklist
• Appendix B: Budget Narrative Guidance
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Resource: FMCSA Grant Application Process

https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.axd/FMCSA-Grant-Application-Process-Infographic.pdf
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Resource: How to Apply

https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.axd/FMCSA_Grants_Outreach_Before_You_Apply.pdf
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Resource: FMCSA Discretionary Grant Programs

https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.axd/FMCSA_Grants_Outreach_Grant_Opportunities.pdf
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Resource: Analysis & Information Online (A&I)
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Previous & Upcoming Webinars
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