NOTE: This guidance revises FMCSA-HOS-ELD-395-FAQ020(2018-09-19)-CORR1 (issued on September 19, 2018, revised to reflect minor corrections on March 10, 2022, and rescinded on October 2, 2026) and FMCSA-ELD-395-Q20 (issued on September 19, 2018 and rescinded on October 2, 2026).

FMCSA-HOS-ELD-395-FAQ020(2026-10-02)

Question: When does the pre-2000 model year exception apply?

Guidance: When a vehicle is registered, the model year should follow the criteria established by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). Generally, the model year is determined by reviewing the Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) on the vehicle registration. If the model year is pre-2000 based on the VIN, an ELD is not required. See 49 CFR § 395.8(a)(1)(ii)(A)(4).

However, there may be instances when the model year reflected on the vehicle registration is not the same as the engine model year, most commonly when a vehicle is rebuilt using a “glider kit” or when an engine is swapped from one vehicle to another. Vehicles with engines predating model year 2000 are also excepted and are not required to have an ELD, even if the VIN number reported on the registration indicates that the CMV is a later model year. The motor carrier should maintain all documentation on motor and engine changes at the principal place of business.

[bookmark: _Hlk176880164]Contact Info: FMCSA ELD Information Line, 1-800-832-5660 or ELD@dot.gov. 
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Note: This guidance is not legally binding in its own right and will not be relied upon by the Department as a separate basis for affirmative enforcement action or other administrative penalty.  Conformity with this guidance (as distinct from existing statutes and regulations) is voluntary only, and non-conformity will not affect rights and obligations under existing statutes and regulations. 
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