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 About this webinar

* Overview of FMCSA CDL Grant
Programs:

Commercial Driver’s License Program
Implementation (CDLPI)

Commercial Motor Vehicle Operator
Safety Training (CMVOST)

* Applying for FMCSA Grants

» Resources

Presenter

Isabella Marra

Transportation Specialist,

CDLPI Program Lead,

CMVOST Program Lead

FMCSA Commercial Driver’s License
Division

CDLgrants@dot.gov
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FMCSA Grant Programs ©

Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration
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Program Implementation Vehicle Operator Safety

(CDLPI) Grant Training (CMVOST) Grant




Key Terminology © e

Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration

Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO)

Official document that establishes grant program requirements, including eligibility, application
format, deadline, and more.

Cost sharing

Portion of the project’s cost is not paid by Federal funds. Grantee must obtain this additional
funding through other channels. Cost share is typically stated as a percentage.

Competitive grant

Grants awarded through a competitive application process, based on the merits of the
projects. Sometimes referred as a “discretionary” grants.




FMCSA Grants Webinars

Technical Assistance
* Review program goals and objectives
« Grant eligibility requirements
« Applications review process

« Resources available for submitting a
successful application

(U

Federal Motor
Administration

CDLPI and CMVOST
Grant Programs

February 4, 2026, 2-3 p.m. ET

High Priority Grant Programs
January 29, 2026, 1-2 p.m. ET

Includes Commercial Motor Vehicle
(HP-CMV) and Innovative Technology
Deployment (HP-ITD)

Carrier Safety




FMCSA Grants Webinars (continued) ©

Federal Motor Carrier Safety

Administration

How to Apply Funding Conferences

« Walk through steps to register with the  Explain funding priorities established in
Federal government and submit your grant NOFO.
application.

« Dates and times TBD (usually within one
week of NOFO publication).

To learn more, visit:

https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/grantswebinars



https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/grantswebinars
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CDLPI Grant Program

Commercial Driver’s License
Program Implementation



CDLPI Grant Program 2

Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration

The Commercial Driver’s License Program Implementation
(CDLPI) Grant program is a competitive grant program that:

v Provides financial assistance to States and other entities to:
* Improve the National CDL Program
* Achieve compliance with FMCSA's CDL regulations (49 CFR Parts 383 and 384)

v Seeks to ensure quality electronic exchange of data between jurisdictions
v Ensures that only qualified drivers are eligible to receive and retain CDLs

v' Ensures “One Driver, One License, One Record” for each CDL holder

9 CDLPI NOFO Section A— 3 CDLPI Award Performance Goals



CDLPI Grant Program S

Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration

Funding Level and Cost Share
Awarded $43.8 million in FY25 and we will have more funding in FY26.

Cost sharing and matching requirements could be up to 15%.

10 CDLPI NOFO Section A — 3 CDLPI Award Performance Goals



What Types of Applicants Are Eligible for CDLPI? ©_

Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration

Eligible entities:

State, county, local governments;

Non-profit organizations;

Institutions of higher education such as universities, colleges, minority institutions

And for-profit organizations including small businesses.

INDIVIDUALS ARE NOT ELIGIBLE TO APPLY

11

CDLPI NOFO Section A—4.1 CDLPI Basic



CDLPI Categories

Administration

] LN
e Ta
CDLPI Basic CDLPI High Priority /
States only Emerging Issues

States, county and local
governments, and other entities

12



What Types of Projects are Eligible for CDLPI? Qo

Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration

Eligible projects for SDLAs only:

v" Close Annual Program Review (APR) or Skills Test Review (STR) findings of noncompliance
Improve and maintain compliance with 49 CFR Parts 383 and 384

Implement new rulemakings

SDLA partnership efforts that lead to increased compliance

NN N X

Operations and Maintenance projects

e

CDLPI Basic

13 CDLPI NOFO Section A—4.1 CDLPI Basic



What Types of Projects are Eligible for CDLPI? (cont.) & ...

Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration

Eligible projects for SDLAs and entities capable of executing
National projects that aid States:

v

Reducing skills testing delays and wait times
Recognizing, preventing, and reporting human trafficking

Conducting systematic reviews of a State’s CDL program to support a State’s Annual Certification
requirement

Improving compliance using proven tools or developing new tools for SDLAs and other partners
Projects for enhancing court expertise
Researching and/or facilitating the detection and prevention of CDL fraud

Hosting meetings/conferences to address CDL compliance issues e

[TTP~SIII]

Implementing an employer notification service (ENS)

CDLPI High Priority/
Emerging Issues

CDLPI NOFO Section A— 4.2 CDLPI High Priority/Emerging Issues Cooperative Agreements and Grants



Previously Funded Projects © e
. Self-Evaluations
O/ of Compliance Establishing Employer

5 Notification Services (ENS)
Related to CDL Drivers

Hosting Meetings and
Conferences that Address
CDL Compliance Issues

Research Projects
g Related to Improving
National CDL Compliance

i;’? Education and Outreach
(X, )

For more information, check
out the FY2025 CDLPI Annual
Fraud Detection and Report.

Deterrence in CDL

Issuances and Testing



https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.axd?file=508_FY2025_CDLPI-Annual-Report.pdf
https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.axd?file=508_FY2025_CDLPI-Annual-Report.pdf

Examples of Awards Made Q

U.S. Department of Transportation

Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration

‘rO']. American Association of « Convene a working group of subject matter experts to
@ ) o : )
..‘ Motor Vehicle Administrators improve the accuracy and consistency of CDL

conviction reporting across jurisdictions
Awarded $178,100

T Judiciary Courts of the State + Facilitate a single but fully integrated statevyide
_f. : 21st century case-management system which
1 of Indiana ! N
connects all courts and exchanges information with
various public safety agencies.

» Deploy their software to additional State agencies,
support current users, and enhance the central
repository.

Awarded $882,735

16



Examples of Awards Made S

Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration

P National Center for State » Focus on working with stakeholder partnerships to
111 enhance traditional automation methods using Al
=§ Courts to improve CDL compliance. This covers many
aspects of the CDL case lifecycle, from roadside to
adjudication to reporting.
Awarded $1,079,009
E] Ohio Department of Public « Enhance security, reduce fraud in the CDL issuance
6:” Safety process, improve passing rates for CDL/CLP testing,

and to maximize the efficiencies of the knowledge
testing.
Awarded $819,286

17



CDLPI Annual Report

Locating summaries of previous awards

.} united States Department of Transportation &

e FMCSA =) LOGIN

Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration

(o P O

a & ANALYSIS & SMS Data Crash Enforcement Registration Grants
INFORMATION ONLINE
Quality Statistics Programs Statistics

Tools FMCSA & State Users Log In

Grangs.-a{ I%IF RCDLPI ‘ CMVOST ‘ Resource Center
Z&MMER AL DRIVER'S LICENSE PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION (CDLPI) GRANT

Find the FMCSA Grants Management Online Training below.

’ / | i
)
. j“

$43.8 Million 24 Awards 17 State

AMMAPRPNREDRD IM EV N E EITNOED THDEOIICH THE - ®m g™




CDLPI Annual Report

United States Department of Transportation &

@ FMCSA

Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration

A&l Resources

a &I ANALYSIS & SMS Data Crash Enforcement Safety Event RegistrationGrants
INFORMATION ONLINE
Quality Statistics Programs Mapping Tool Statistics

. f
Grants ‘ MCSAP ‘ HP ‘ CDLPI ‘ CMVOST ‘ Resource Center ‘ m / FMCSA & State Users Log In

RESOURCE CENTER

The FMCSA Grants Resource Center is a central repository where you can search for materials and tools related to FMCSA grantSiacluding MCSAR
—a

CMVOST.

LR What do you want to learn about? Try searching for key words, such as “meeting” or “awards.”

Explore by Grant

— e
= a0

CDLPI Grant CMVOST Grant

MCSAP Grant HP Grant




CDLPI Annual Report

a & ANALYSIS & SMS Data Crash Enforcement Safety Event Registration Grants Resource
INFORMATION ONLINE
Quality Statistics Programs Mapping Tool Statistics Center

v
FMCSA & State Users Log In

Grants ‘ MCSAP ‘ HP ‘ CDLPI | CMVOST ‘ Resource Center Tools

RESOURCE CENTER

What do you want to learn about? Try searching for key words, such as “meeting” or “awards.”

Resource Center » Search Results

(2 Topic(1) ° Resource Type Year Show All

Funding Summaries

Funding summaries list the different FMCSA grant funding awarded to States, organizations, and other entities by grant type and fiscal year.

I CDLPI Grant Annual Report FY 2022

This document is the CDLPI Grant Annual Report for FY 2022 and includes grantees, award descriptions, and funding awarded. View Document

B CDLPI Grant Annual Report FY 2023

This document is the CDLPI Grant Annual Report for FY 2023 and includes grantees, award descriptions, and funding awarded. View Document

B CDLPI Grant Annual Report FY 2024

This document includes a brief description of each CDLPI Grant award by State and organization made in FY 2024, View Document

|11



CMVOST Grant Program

Commercial Motor Vehicle
Operator Safety Training



Commercial Motor Vehicle Operator Safety Training o

(CMVOST) Grant Program

Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration

Discretionary Grant Program

« Typically awarded to institutions of higher education, and training providers
Period of Performance is year of award, plus two fiscal year
FY 2025 funding awarded = $3.4 million
Cost sharing: up to 15% of the project cost

« The CMVOST Grant Program purpose is to train individuals in the safe operation of
commercial motor vehicles (as defined in section 31301)




CMVOST Grant Program Eligibility ©

Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration

* Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) outlines eligibility and application
requirements

Posted in grants.gov annually
Project-based proposals

Evaluation description of Agency Merit Review Process
» Technical, program specific, budget review and cost analysis, and
past performance

Reimbursable for eligible expenditures incurred during period of
performance




(U

What Types of Applicants are Eligible for CMVOST? i

Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration

Eligible entities:

« Limited to accredited public or private colleges, universities, vocational technical schools, post-secondary
educational institutions, truck driver training schools, associations, and State and local governments,
including Federally recognized Native American Tribal governments.

* Non-accredited institutions that are approved by the U.S. Department of Labor as eligible training
Providers to accept Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act grants and approved by the State
Approving Agencies and the U.S. Veterans Administration (VA) to accept VA benefits.

* Registered on FMCSA'’s Training Provider Registry (https://tpr.fmcsa.dot.gov/).

INDIVIDUALS ARE NOT ELIGIBLE TO APPLY

24


https://tpr.fmcsa.dot.gov/

What Types of Projects are Eligible for CMVOST? ©

Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration

Eligible projects must include the following:

The number of students the training institution anticipates assisting with grant funding.

Applicants must designate the expected number of students in various categories, such as current or
former members of the U.S. Armed Forces (including National Guard and Reservists), certain family
members, refugees, and underserved community members.

Outline how the institution plans to recruit, train and offer post-graduation job placement assistance
to the prioritized students.

The published tuition rate and a hyperlink to the training program.

An explanation of the institution’s expertise in successfully implementing the training program and
ensuring compliance with the ELDT training requirements.

Proof of registration in the FMCSA Training Provider Registry (https://tpr.fmcsa.dot.gov/)

25
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Applying for Grants

Requirements and Best
Practices



Reading the NOFO

Section A
Basic Information

Section D

Application Contents
and Format

Section G
Award Notices

Section B
Eligibility

Section E
Submission

Requirements and
Deadline

Section H
Post-Award
Requirements and
Administration

Section C
Program Description

Section F

Application Review
Information

Section |
Other Information




Appendices

Objecti

Inzert the regussted information in the available colummn and any addivional
informarion that may support your application:

Appendix B: Project Narrative Guidance

Insert Institution Name Here |

Dascription Eazponsa

Section 1 — Project Narrative |

Your institution’s publicly advertized tnition eost for the CAV operator H
safaty trainimg program vou conduct. {Insert institution’s turtion lmk for tha
public). {Attach a copy of latest publizhad tmtion rate with a breakdown of
costz).

Your tuition cozt for sach student trained under this proposed program. %

Propozad mumber of new gualified stndentz and/or students of nnderzerved
communities, az defined by Federal Executive Order 13985, and/or

refugees .

Anticipated nwmbesr of stndents a) enrolled: b) sraduoated: and ) a)
obtaining a CDL (bazed on the expected number of students recruited and b)

the histerical graduation rate for this program)

c)

Anticipated number of students emploved n the transportation industry
after graduation (based on the expected number of students graduated and
the histerical placemeant rate for thiz program)

Work Plan

This section describas the varnous tasks and program activities the Applicant proposes
to carry out usmg prant finds to accomplish tha objectives and mitizate izsnes identified
in the problam statement. The Work Plan must meluds 3 deseription of the sites)
whers the work will be performed, the durztion of sach proposed tazk or activity, a list
of required =ervices, ths number of personnsl neceszary to conduct the activities, and
the entire time scheduls for the affort. The leval of detail should be conciza and
sufficient to support the project zoal and justify the fimding requested m the budget

Activity 1 — FEeacruiting Qualified Students and/or Underservad Stodents:

Daseribe your proposed activities for recruiting Oualified Students, and'sr
Underzervad Students, for envollment into your training program and note wherher
vour published ruinion tincludes student recruiment (How mawy students will be ||l
racruited?)

Tnrert Respornse Hers

Activity 2 — Traming Quzlified Stodents:
Page | 32

NOTE: THIS TEMPLATE IS NOT INTENDED AS AN ALL-INCLUSIVE
FORM BEUT
EATHER IS MEANT TO SERVE AS A GUIDE.

CHECK THE NOTICE ABOVE TO ENSURE APPLICATION IS
COMPLETE.

Goal
To expand the number of individuals recerving commercial moter vehicle operator safety traming in

Specifically. to recruit current and former members of the United States Armed Forces (including Guard
members and Reservists) and their spouses (Qualified Students), provide them with superior safety-
focused training, and provide placement services to assist them in becoming employed in the
izational ity

This section demonstrates that the Applicant has the expertise to successfully implement

the stated strategies and attain stated zoal(z). This section includes information related

to the Applicant’s training program. its ability to conduct recmitment and career

placement, and its ability to successfully manage a Federal financial assistance award.

Describe Your Orgamizational Capacity to Conduct the Proposed Program.

nsert Response Hare

Page | 31

3

Obiectir

Insert the requested iiformation in the available columm and any additional
informartion that may support your application:

Description Response

Your institution’s publicly advertised tuition cost for the CMV operator 8
zafety traming program you conduct. (Insert institution’s tuition link for the
public). {Attach a copy of latest published turtion rate with a breakdown of
costs).

Your tyition cost for each student trained under this proposed program. g

Proposed number of new gualified students and/or students of underserved
communities, as defined by Federal Executive Order 13985, and/or
refugees .

Anticipated number of students a) enrolled: b) graduated: and c) a)
obtaining a CDL (based on the expected number of students recruited and B

the historical graduation rate for this program) 5
c

Anticipated number of students emploved in the transportation industry
after graduation (based on the expected number of students graduated and
the historical placement rate for this program)

Work Plan

This section describes the various tasks and program activities the Applicant proposes
to carry out using grant funds to accomplish the objectives and mitigate izsues identified
in the problem statement. The Work Plan must include a description of the aite(s)
where the work will be performed, the duration of each propozed task or activity, a list
of required services, the number of personnel necessary to conduct the activities, and
the entire time schedule for the effort. The level of detail should be concise and
sufficient to support the project goal and justify the funding requested in the budget.

Activity 1 - Recruting Qualified Students and/or Underserved Students:

Describe your proposed activities for recruiting Qualified Students, and'or
Underserved Students, for enroliment nto vour training program and note whether
your published tuition includes student recruitment. (How many students will be J"
recruited? )

Jnsert Resporse Here

Activity 2 — Training Qualified Students:
Page | 32




NOFOs Are Published On Grants.gov

Visit Grant.gov and select “Search
Grants.”

In the Search criteria enter “"CMVOST”
or CDLPI.”

If searching for previous years’ NOFOs,
click on Filters and select “Archived.”

Click on the title to view a NOFO.

(U

U.S. Department of Transportation

Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration

E= Anothicial website ot the United States government Here's how you know v

g of

b GRANTS.GOV™

FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFF -

Home Learn Grants v [ Search Grants Ap-rantors v  System-To-System ~ Forms v Connect v Support v

Discover Your Next Grant

Explore federal grant opportunities with our enhanced, user-friendly search.

29



Resources: FMCSA Discretionary Grant Toolkit Q

U.S. Department of Transportation

Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration

* Pre- and post-award checklists
covering required steps for grant Q

U.S. Department of Transportation

a p p | | can tS an d awa rd ees Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration

 Helpful tips for crafting a
comprehensive, competitive
application

* Links to additional resources and
important websites

Available on the Grants
Resource Center

https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/Grants/
ResourceCenter

Turn Your Ideas Into Safety Solutions: How to Apply for and Manage FMCSA Discretionary Grants

30



Resources: Best Practices Guides Q

U.S. Department of Transportation

Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration

R

U.5. Department

BEST PRACTICES FOR PREPARING A
CMVOST Grant Application e

Administration

BEST PRACTICES FOR PREPARING A
Commercial Driver’s License
Program Implementation (CDLPI)
Grant Application

CMVOST

About This document provides “best practices” for writing a Commercial Motor
the Grant Vehicle Operator Safety Training (CMVOST) grant, covering structure details
and budget narratives.

Process
About the This document provides "best practices” for writing a Commercial Driver's License Program CMVOST grants provide fU”d'"g to entities to train current or former
Grant Process Implementation (CDLPI) grant application, covering application structure details and budget narratives. members of the U.S. Armed Force {including National Guard, Reservists
CDLPI grants provide funding to help State Driver Licensing Agencies (SDLAs) support the Commercial and their spouses/children), to obtain a CDL. The latest CMVOST Notice
Driver’s License (CDL) Programs on a State and National level by increasing or maintaining their of Fu ndlng Opportunity (NOFO) announcement on Grants.gov details

compliance with the CDL regulations in 49 CFR parts 383 and 384. Other eligible entities may also apply
for CDLPI grant projects that will have a nationwide impact on improving the national CDL Program.
The latest CDLPI Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) announcement on Grants.gov details additional
priorities for the funding cycle.

additional priorities for the funding cycle.

Application Overview
What Is a Project and What Must They Include?

1 Application Overview A project may consist of one or more priorities achieving a defined goal. If an applicant chooses to propose multiple projects
= | within a single application, each project must contain:

Y SR Y S SR [Py ORIy S S Y B A distinct title.



Resource: Analysis & Information Online (A&l) (DEMO)

United States Department of Transportation &

& FMCSA

Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration

.ANALYSIS & SMS Data Crash Enforcement Registration
Quality Statistics Programs Statistics

il [l
Grants ‘ MCSAP ‘ HP ‘ CDLPI ‘ CMVOST ‘ Resource Center ‘ Tools -J. '

INFORMATION OMNLINE

FMCSA GRANTS

FMCSA makes grant funding available for projects that support our safety mission. Through
research, technology, and enforcement, FMCSA grantees use their knowledge and expertise to
improve safety on our Nation's roadways, in alignment with the U.S. Department of
Transportation Strategic Plan and National Roadway Safety Strategy.

=) LOGIN

Grants Al
Resources

FMCSA & State Users Log In

MCSAP Grant
Motor Carrier Safety Assistance
Program Grant

HP Grant
High Priority Grant




FMCSA Contacts Qe

U.S. Department of Transportation

Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration

MCSAP Grant Program
Brian Preston, Commercial Driver’s License Program
Team Lead, State Programs Division, FMCSA Implementation (CDLPI) Program
Isabella Marra

- L
™ Email: brian.preston@dot.gov Transportation Specialist, CDL Division, FMCSA

¥ Email: isabella.marra@dot.gov

High Priority Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety
(HP-CMV) Program

Marc Dixon Commercial Motor Vehicle Operator Safety
Team Lead, State Programs Division, FMCSA Training (CMVOST) Program

& Email- di dot Isabella Marra

= Email: marc.dixon@dot.gov Transportation Specialist, CDL Division, FMCSA

¥ Email: isabella.marra@dot.gov

High Priority Innovative Technology
Deployment (HP-ITD) Program

Leroy Taylor

Transportation Specialist, State Programs Division,
FMCSA

¥ Email: leroy.taylor@dot.gov
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