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Click Q&A to 
ask a question 
at any time 
during the 
presentation



Agenda
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• About this webinar
• Overview of FMCSA CDL Grant 

Programs: 
• Commercial Driver’s License Program 

Implementation (CDLPI)

• Commercial Motor Vehicle Operator 
Safety Training (CMVOST)

• Applying for FMCSA Grants
• Resources

Presenter

Isabella Marra
Transportation Specialist,
CDLPI Program Lead,
CMVOST Program Lead
FMCSA Commercial Driver’s License
Division
CDLgrants@dot.gov

mailto:CDLgrants@dot.gov


FMCSA Grant Programs

Motor Carrier Safety 
Assistance Program 
(MCSAP)

High Priority (HP-CMV 
and HP-ITD) Grants

Enforcements Training 
and Support (HP-ETS) 
Grant

Commercial Driver’s License 
Program Implementation 
(CDLPI) Grant

Commercial Motor 
Vehicle Operator Safety 
Training (CMVOST) Grant



Key Terminology
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Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO)
Official document that establishes grant program requirements, including eligibility, application 
format, deadline, and more.

Cost sharing
Portion of the project’s cost is not paid by Federal funds. Grantee must obtain this additional 
funding through other channels. Cost share is typically stated as a percentage.

Competitive grant
Grants awarded through a competitive application process, based on the merits of the 
projects. Sometimes referred as a “discretionary” grants.



FMCSA Grants Webinars

Technical Assistance
• Review program goals and objectives

• Grant eligibility requirements

• Applications review process

• Resources available for submitting a 
successful application

CDLPI and CMVOST 
Grant Programs
February 4, 2026, 2-3 p.m. ET

High Priority Grant Programs
January 29, 2026, 1-2 p.m. ET
Includes Commercial Motor Vehicle 
(HP-CMV) and Innovative Technology 
Deployment (HP-ITD)



FMCSA Grants Webinars (continued)

How to Apply
• Walk through steps to register with the 

Federal government and submit your grant 
application.

Funding Conferences
• Explain funding priorities established in 

NOFO.

• Dates and times TBD (usually within one 
week of NOFO publication).

https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/grantswebinars
To learn more, visit:

https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/grantswebinars
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CDLPI Grant Program
Commercial Driver’s License 
Program Implementation



CDLPI Grant Program
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The Commercial Driver’s License Program Implementation 
(CDLPI) Grant program is a competitive grant program that:
 Provides financial assistance to States and other entities to:

• Improve the National CDL Program 
• Achieve compliance with FMCSA’s CDL regulations (49 CFR Parts 383 and 384)

 Seeks to ensure quality electronic exchange of data between jurisdictions

 Ensures that only qualified drivers are eligible to receive and retain CDLs 

 Ensures “One Driver, One License, One Record” for each CDL holder

CDLPI NOFO Section A – 3 CDLPI Award Performance Goals



CDLPI Grant Program
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Funding Level and Cost Share

CDLPI NOFO Section A – 3 CDLPI Award Performance Goals

• Awarded $43.8 million in FY25 and we will have more funding in FY26.

• Cost sharing and matching requirements could be up to 15%. 



What Types of Applicants Are Eligible for CDLPI?
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• State, county, local governments; 

• Non-profit organizations; 

• Institutions of higher education such as universities, colleges, minority institutions 

• And for-profit organizations including small businesses.

Eligible entities:

CDLPI NOFO Section A – 4.1 CDLPI Basic

INDIVIDUALS ARE NOT ELIGIBLE TO APPLY



CDLPI Categories
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CDLPI Basic CDLPI High Priority / 
Emerging IssuesStates only
States, county and local 

governments, and other entities



What Types of Projects are Eligible for CDLPI?
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 Close Annual Program Review (APR) or Skills Test Review (STR) findings of noncompliance
 Improve and maintain compliance with 49 CFR Parts 383 and 384 
 Implement new rulemakings
 SDLA partnership efforts that lead to increased compliance
 Operations and Maintenance projects

Eligible projects for SDLAs only:

CDLPI NOFO Section A – 4.1 CDLPI Basic

CDLPI Basic



What Types of Projects are Eligible for CDLPI? (cont.)
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 Reducing skills testing delays and wait times

 Recognizing, preventing, and reporting human trafficking

 Conducting systematic reviews of a State’s CDL program to support a State’s Annual Certification 
requirement

 Improving compliance using proven tools or developing new tools for SDLAs and other partners

 Projects for enhancing court expertise

 Researching and/or facilitating the detection and prevention of CDL fraud

 Hosting meetings/conferences to address CDL compliance issues

 Implementing an employer notification service (ENS)

Eligible projects for SDLAs and entities capable of executing 
National projects that aid States:

CDLPI NOFO Section A – 4.2 CDLPI High Priority/Emerging Issues Cooperative Agreements and Grants

CDLPI High Priority/
Emerging Issues



Previously Funded Projects
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Fraud Detection and 
Deterrence in CDL 
Issuances and Testing

Establishing Employer 
Notification Services (ENS) 
Related to CDL Drivers

Hosting Meetings and 
Conferences that Address 
CDL Compliance Issues

Education and Outreach

Self-Evaluations 
of Compliance

Research Projects 
Related to Improving 
National CDL Compliance

For more information, check 
out the FY2025 CDLPI Annual 
Report.

https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.axd?file=508_FY2025_CDLPI-Annual-Report.pdf
https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.axd?file=508_FY2025_CDLPI-Annual-Report.pdf


Examples of Awards Made
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American Association of
Motor Vehicle Administrators

Judiciary Courts of the State 
of Indiana

• Convene a working group of subject matter experts to 
improve the accuracy and consistency of CDL 
conviction reporting across jurisdictions
Awarded $178,100

• Facilitate a single but fully integrated statewide 
21st century case-management system which 
connects all courts and exchanges information with 
various public safety agencies. 

• Deploy their software to additional State agencies, 
support current users, and enhance the central 
repository. 
Awarded $882,735



Examples of Awards Made
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National Center for State 
Courts

• Focus on working with stakeholder partnerships to 
enhance traditional automation methods using AI 
to improve CDL compliance. This covers many 
aspects of the CDL case lifecycle, from roadside to 
adjudication to reporting. 
Awarded $1,079,009

Ohio Department of Public 
Safety

• Enhance security, reduce fraud in the CDL issuance 
process, improve passing rates for CDL/CLP testing, 
and to maximize the efficiencies of the knowledge 
testing.
Awarded $819,286



CDLPI Annual Report 

Locating summaries of previous awards



CDLPI Annual Report 



CDLPI Annual Report 
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CMVOST Grant Program
Commercial Motor Vehicle 
Operator Safety Training



Commercial Motor Vehicle Operator Safety Training
(CMVOST) Grant Program 

Discretionary Grant Program
• Typically awarded to institutions of higher education, and training providers

• Period of Performance is year of award, plus two fiscal year
• FY 2025 funding awarded = $3.4 million
• Cost sharing: up to 15% of the project cost

• The CMVOST Grant Program purpose is to train individuals in the safe operation of 
commercial motor vehicles (as defined in section 31301)



CMVOST Grant Program Eligibility  

• Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) outlines eligibility and application 
requirements

• Posted in grants.gov annually

• Project-based proposals

• Evaluation description of Agency Merit Review Process
• Technical, program specific, budget review and cost analysis, and 

past performance

• Reimbursable for eligible expenditures incurred during period of 
performance



What Types of Applicants are Eligible for CMVOST?
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Eligible entities:
• Limited to accredited public or private colleges, universities, vocational technical schools, post-secondary 

educational institutions, truck driver training schools, associations, and State and local governments, 
including Federally recognized Native American Tribal governments. 

• Non-accredited institutions that are approved by the U.S. Department of Labor as eligible training 
Providers to accept Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act grants and approved by the State 
Approving Agencies and the U.S. Veterans Administration (VA) to accept VA benefits. 

• Registered on FMCSA’s Training Provider Registry (https://tpr.fmcsa.dot.gov/).

INDIVIDUALS ARE NOT ELIGIBLE TO APPLY

https://tpr.fmcsa.dot.gov/


What Types of Projects are Eligible for CMVOST?
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Eligible projects must include the following:
• The number of students the training institution anticipates assisting with grant funding.

• Applicants must designate the expected number of students in various categories, such as current or 
former members of the U.S. Armed Forces (including National Guard and Reservists), certain family 
members, refugees, and underserved community members.

• Outline how the institution plans to recruit, train and offer post-graduation job placement assistance 
to the prioritized students.

• The published tuition rate and a hyperlink to the training program.

• An explanation of the institution’s expertise in successfully implementing the training program and 
ensuring compliance with the ELDT training requirements.

• Proof of registration in the FMCSA Training Provider Registry (https://tpr.fmcsa.dot.gov/) 

https://tpr.fmcsa.dot.gov/


26

Applying for Grants
Requirements and Best 
Practices



Reading the NOFO

Section A
Basic Information

Section B
Eligibility

Section C
Program Description

Section D
Application Contents 

and Format

Section E
Submission 

Requirements and 
Deadline

Section F
Application Review 

Information

Section G
Award Notices

Section H
Post-Award 

Requirements and 
Administration

Section I
Other Information



Appendices



NOFOs Are Published On Grants.gov
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1. Visit Grant.gov and select “Search 
Grants.” 

2. In the Search criteria enter “CMVOST” 
or CDLPI.”

3. If searching for previous years’ NOFOs, 
click on Filters and select “Archived.”

4. Click on the title to view a NOFO.  



Resources: FMCSA Discretionary Grant Toolkit
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• Pre- and post-award checklists 
covering required steps for grant 
applicants and awardees

• Helpful tips for crafting a 
comprehensive, competitive 
application

• Links to additional resources and 
important websites

Available on the Grants 
Resource Center

https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/Grants/
ResourceCenter



Resources: Best Practices Guides 



Resource: Analysis & Information Online (A&I) (DEMO)
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FMCSA Contacts
MCSAP Grant Program
Brian Preston, 
Team Lead, State Programs Division, FMCSA

Email: brian.preston@dot.gov

High Priority Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety 
(HP-CMV) Program
Marc Dixon
Team Lead, State Programs Division, FMCSA

Email: marc.dixon@dot.gov

High Priority Innovative Technology 
Deployment (HP-ITD) Program
Leroy Taylor
Transportation Specialist, State Programs Division, 
FMCSA

Email: leroy.taylor@dot.gov

Commercial Driver’s License Program 
Implementation (CDLPI) Program
Isabella Marra
Transportation Specialist, CDL Division, FMCSA

Email: isabella.marra@dot.gov

Commercial Motor Vehicle Operator Safety 
Training (CMVOST) Program
Isabella Marra
Transportation Specialist, CDL Division, FMCSA

Email: isabella.marra@dot.gov

mailto:brian.preston@dot.gov
mailto:marc.dixon@dot.gov
mailto:leroy.taylor@dot.gov
mailto:isabella.marra@dot.gov
mailto:isabella.marra@dot.gov
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