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Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) Document
• Section A: Program Description

• Section D: Application and Submission Information

• Section E: Application Review Information



Section A: FMCSA Discretionary Grant Programs
1. High Priority – Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety (HP-CMV)

2. High Priority – Innovative Technology Development (HP- ITD)

3. High Priority - Commercial Motor Vehicle Enforcement Training & Support 
(HP-ETS)

4. Commercial Drivers License Program Improvement (CDLPI)

5. Commercial Motor Vehicle Operator Safety Training Program (CMVOST)

For More Information, 
• Grant program websites:  https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/grants 

• Technical Assistance webinars:  https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/grantswebinars 

https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/grants
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/grantswebinars


Section D: Application and Submission Information
• System for Award Management (SAM)

• Web-based, government-wide application that collects information related to awards and grants for all 
federal partners. 

• Your organization must register with SAM for FMCSA to track your application. 

• Register on the SAM website (https://sam.gov/content/home) 

• Use your organization’s Employer Identification Number (or EIN, a federal tax identification number). 

• SAM requires annual registration renewal, even if your organization uses the same UEI from year to year. 

• Notarized letter appointing the authorized administrator for your account is needed before SAM 
registration can be activated or renewed. 

• Registration in SAM.gov can take up to 15 business days. 

https://sam.gov/content/home
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Section D: Application and Submission Information 
• Grants.gov

• Grants.gov is the government portal where your organization can find and apply for federal
grant opportunities. Registering with grants.gov is the only way to apply for an FMCSA grant.

• Register on the Grants.gov website (https://www.grants.gov).

• Registration in Grants.gov can take two to four weeks and requires validation with SAM. That
means your SAM registration must be complete before registering with grants.gov.

https://www.grants.gov/
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Section D: Application and Submission Information
• Content and form of application submissions

• Formatting of application package

• Project narrative requirements

• Six required elements to be addressed in project narrative 

• Each section has short description 

• No more than 5 pages for each section 

• Budget narrative requirements

• By budget category with details to support the costs that are necessary to complete the 
proposed projects.



Section D: Application and Submission Information
• SF-424 Application for Federal Assistance



Section D: Application and Submission Information
• SF-424 Application for Federal Assistance

Dates must match grant opportunity period of performance

Totals must correspond with 424a and Budget Narrative

1) If awarded, this person must be authorized to accept the Notice of Funding Agreement (NGA) and 
have GrantSolutions account access.

2) If this person is no longer authorized than this information must be updated prior to the award determinations. 



Section D: Application and Submission Information
• SF-424A Budget Information 

Form
• Sections A & B must be filled in 

terms of total project. This 
information is detailed in the 
NOFO. 



Section D: Application and Submission Information
• Budget Narrative

• FMCSA highly encourages the 
use of the Budget Narrative 
Template included with the 
application package on 
Grants.gov.

• Each table represents a line item 
in the SF-424A budget. 

• All cost must be itemized to 
allow the reviewer to determine 
how expenses were derived. 



Section D: Application and Submission Information
• Certification Regarding Lobbying



Section D: Application and Submission Information
• Disclosure of Lobbying activities 

form (SF-LLL)
• Only submit if applicable  



Section D: Application and Submission Information
• Key Contact forms include:

• Principal Investigator /Principal 
Director (PI/PD) 
• Person responsible for submitting 

required document in 
GrantSolutions. 

• Authorized Designated Official 
(ADO) / Authorized Representative 
(AOR)
• Person responsible for 

accepting/executing Notice of Grant 
Awards



Section E: Application Review Information
• FMCSA Intake Checklist

Application Eligibility Criteria Instructions
Deadline submission was met Section D & E

Applicant eligibility was met (Grant Program Specific) Section A & C
SAM Registration Section D

SF-424 Application for Federal Assistance Section A & D
Certification Regarding Lobbying Grants.gov

Disclosure of Lobbying activities form (SF-LLL), if applicable Grants.gov
Key Contact forms include PI/PD and ADO contact information Grants.gov

Current Indirect Cost Rate agreement included in the application Section D

SF-424 lists any cost sharing or match amounts on line 18b Section D
SF-424A, Budget Information Form Section A & D

Budget Narrative Section A & D 
Project Narrative Section A &D

Any other applicable Grants.gov document or attachment listed in 
Appendix A

Appendix A



Section D: Application and Submission Information
• Indirect Cost Rate Agreement

1. An indirect cost rate agreement is established with 
applicant's cognizant Federal agency. 

2. If claiming indirect cost charges, the Applicants must include 
an active approved Indirect Cost agreement with the 
application submitted for funding.

3. If a grant recipient fails to provide an approved agreement 
during the pre-award phase, the grant recipient will have 90 
days from the date of award acceptance to provide a copy of 
the IDC agreement.  

4. If the required documentation is not received within the 
allocated time frame, the grant recipient will not be 
reimbursed for Indirect charges for that fiscal year.  

5. Any non–Federal entity that does not have a current 
negotiated (including provisional) rate, except for those non–
Federal entities described in appendix VII of 2 CFR part 200, 
may elect to charge a de minimis rate of 10% of modified 
total indirect costs, which may be used indefinitely. No 
documentation is required to justify the 10% de minimis 
indirect cost rate. 2 CFR § 200.414(f).  Conditions from 3 and 
4 above apply to this option.



Section E: Application Review Information
• Appendix A

• Checklist is Program Specific



Section E: Application Review Information
• Risk Assessment

Prior to award, each selected applicant will be subject to a risk assessment, as required by 2 
CFR § 200.206. Depending on the level and severity of FMCSA’s risk assessment findings, 
FMCSA may determine that the applicant is not qualified to receive the award.  

• The risk assessment is conducted in several parts:

• A debarment and suspension review 

• An evaluation of the applicant’s Single Audit in accordance with OMB Uniform 
Guidance Audit Requirements 2 CFR Part 200 Subpart F

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2014-title2-vol1/xml/CFR-2014-title2-vol1-sec200-205.xml
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2014-title2-vol1/xml/CFR-2014-title2-vol1-sec200-205.xml


Section E: Application Review Information
• Eligibility Criteria

• Intake Process

• Merit Evaluation Criteria

• Technical Merit

• Budget/Cost Analysis Criteria

• Program-Specific Criteria

• Past Performance Criteria

• Other Review Information

• Review and Selection Process 

• Recommendation of the initial selection provided to the FMCSA Administrator for review and approval. 



Section E: Application Review Information
• Final Review Ratings

• The FMCSA prioritizes applications using the ratings shown below based on the applicability 
of the merit criteria and other preferences to the application.

• Highly Responsive

• Responsive

• Not Responsive



Resource: FMCSA Grant Application Process

https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.axd/FMCSA-Grant-Application-Process-Infographic.pdf

https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.axd/FMCSA-Grant-Application-Process-Infographic.pdf


Resource: How to Apply

https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.axd/FMCSA_Grants_Outreach_Before_You_Apply.pdf

https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.axd/FMCSA_Grants_Outreach_Before_You_Apply.pdf


Resource: FMCSA Discretionary Grant Programs

https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.axd/FMCSA_Grants_Outreach_Grant_Opportunities.pdf

https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.axd/FMCSA_Grants_Outreach_Grant_Opportunities.pdf


Resource: Analysis & Information Online (A&I)



Contact Information
• Grants Management Office (GMO) Help Desk

• FMCSA_GrantMgmtHelpdesk@dot.gov

• High Priority (HP) Grant Program (for HP-CMV, HP-ITD, and HP-ETS)
• FMCSAHPGrants@dot.gov 

• Commercial Driver’s License Program Improvement (CDLPI) Grant Program 
• CDLGrants@dot.gov

• Commercial Motor Vehicle Operator Safety Training (CMVOST)
• CDLGrants@dot.gov

mailto:FMCSA_GrantMgmtHelpdesk@dot.gov
mailto:FMCSAHPGrants@dot.gov
mailto:CDLGrants@dot.gov
mailto:CDLGrants@dot.gov
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