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Background: Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) Testing and 
Entry-Level Driver Training (ELDT)

The majority of States leverage third parties 
to conduct CDL skills tests

FMCSA has 
established 
minimum 
standards for 
CDL training and 
CDL knowledge 
and skills tests
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Study Objectives

Determine the effectiveness of third-party testing programs for 
CDL skills tests

Determine the effectiveness of minimum training and testing 
standards for CDL knowledge and skills tests
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Methodology

Survey 
50 States + DC

• Will inform site
selection for future
data collection
activities

• Two States from each
AAMVA region (8
total) will be selected
based on established
criteria

Data Analysis
8 States

Will assess:
• Examiner pass rates,

safety issues

• Pre- and post-ELDT
driver histories, pass
rates

• AAMVA CDL Test
Model safety benefits

Virtual Interviews
8 States

Will inform:
• Qualitative

description of States’
current CDL training
and testing programs

• Quantitative data
analysis

Site Visits
4 States

Will include:
• Observations of CDL

tests conducted by
third-party and State
examiners

• Informal
conversations with
examiners and SDLA
personnel
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Next Steps

• FMCSA is awaiting approval from the Office of Management and Budget to collect information 
for this study. 

• Data collection is expected to begin in October 2023.  

Oct 2021 Oct 2022 Oct 2023 May 2024

Project 
Award

Feb 2022

Data Collection (8mo)ELDT

Post-ELDT Period (21-29mo)

Apr 2023 Sept 2024

Project End; 
Final 

Reports Due
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Anticipated Outcomes 

Final report on effectiveness 
of third-party CDL skills 

testing

Final report on effectiveness 
of minimum training and 

testing standards
De-identified, public-use 

dataset
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Contact Information

Kelly Stowe
General Engineer, Research Division

Kelly.Stowe@dot.gov
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