

 
Work ZONE SAFETY general pitch email: INDIANA
POTENTIAL SUBJECT LINE: Improving Work Zone Safety with State-Wide Outreach Campaign

Hello, [Name of Reporter/Producer]
The [Organization] would like to pursue a potential [TV Station/Publication] [segment/story] to share resources and raise awareness for a work zone safety campaign which focuses on reminding commercial motor vehicle (CMV) drivers to plan their routes, stay alert, and slow down as they approach Indiana work zones. This initiative is part of a national effort led by the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) and the Our Roads, Our Safety campaign.
Here’s why the Work Zone Safety Outreach Campaign is so critical in Indiana:
· In 2022, Indiana is delivering an ambitious construction program that includes more than 500 active work zones impacting all drivers across the state.
· Indiana is known as the Crossroads of America because it’s the hub of several major interstate highways that crisscross. CMV freight traffic on the Borman Expressway and the Indiana Toll Road is legendary as these interstates have some of the highest truck counts in the country.
· Rural work zones present the highest risk to CMVs in Indiana. In 2019, nearly 53% of the rural work zone fatalities involved a CMV, whereas just over 44% of urban work zone fatalities involved a CMV.

Through a potential [segment/feature story], we welcome the opportunity to share these safety resources/tips and remind [TV Station/Publication] [readers/viewers/listeners] to stay alert and share the road safely, especially when driving through work zones. 
I’d be happy to discuss the topic further via phone and connect you with one of our spokespeople for comment. 
For more information on active work zones in the state, please see below my signature line; and for resources, check out the campaign webpage, here: https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/ourroads/work-zone-safety-shareable-material 
Looking forward to speaking with you.
Best,
[Contact name]
[Contact phone number]
[Contact email address]
[Website, Facebook and/or Twitter presence]
FMCSA is amplifying work zone safety messages through outlets such as billboards and audio ads, reaching drivers traveling through the following high-profile work zones on Indiana’s Interstate System:
· Borman Expressway: Northwest Indiana (I-80/94)
· I-65: North of Indianapolis
· I-69: Southwest of Indianapolis along SR 37
· North Split: Central Indiana
· I-465 & I-69: Central Indiana on the northeast side
· Sherman Minton Bridge: Southern Indiana connecting New Albany with Louisville
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