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Also in June 2018, FMCSA issued revised guidance to clarify the applicability of the agricultural
commodity exception in the HOS regulations. This regulatory guidance discusses operations
that are not subject to the HOS regulations while operating within a 150 air-mile radius of the
source of the commodity and clarifies what is a source of an agricultural commodity. In
November 2020, FMCSA issued an interim final rule clarifying the definition of the terms “any
agricultural commodity,” “livestock,” and “non-processed food,” as the terms are used in the
definition of “agricultural commodity” for the purposes of the HOS regulations. FMCSA
codified these definitional clarifications to promote more consistent understanding of existing
terms so the agricultural commodity exception is utilized and applied consistently.

FMCSA worked extensively with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) on a variety of
efforts specific to truck parking, such as conducting studies to accelerate Smartpark
development, participating in the National Coalition on Truck Parking, and assisting FHWA with
the implementation of Jason’s Law, which requires DOT to survey nationwide parking
availability periodically. In evaluating truck parking concerns, FMCSA recognizes drivers’ need
to stop in proximity to their destinations.

Throughout implementation, FMCSA worked closely with State partners and the Commercial
Vehicle Safety Alliance to develop guidance and practical enforcement criteria for ELD
enforcement.

FMCSA developed and conducted over 60 training sessions for State and Federal law
enforcement personnel. Training efforts focused on the differences between logging software,
AOBRDs, and ELDs; ELD enforcement at the roadside; and the use of eRODs during
investigations and safety audits. Additional multi-day “train the trainer” sessions were held for
subject matter experts representing each State. More than 5,000 State and Federal staff members
have attended ELD-Investigative and ELD-Roadside classes since 2017. Additional training for
enforcement personnel is scheduled for Fall 2020.

In response to industry concerns about the HOS regulations, FMCSA published a Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) on HOS on August 22, 2019. The Agency received close to
3,000 comments to the NPRM and with this input, developed a Final Rule, which was published
in the Federal Register on June 1, 2020. The Final Rule made four significant revisions to the
existing HOS rules. First, the new HOS regulations increased flexibility by requiring a
30-minute break after 8 hours of consecutive driving rather than 8 hours of on duty time and
allowing the break to be satisfied by a driver using on-duty, not driving status, rather than
requiring the break to be time spent off-duty. Second, the new rule modified the sleeper-berth
exception to allow drivers to split their required 10 hours off duty into two periods, provided one
off-duty period is at least 2 hours long and the other involves at least 7 consecutive hours spent
in the sleeper berth, with neither period counting against the driver’s 14-hour driving window
when paired. Third, the Agency modified the adverse driving conditions exception by extending
the maximum 14-hour driving window during which driving is permitted by up to 2 hours.
Lastly, the new rule changed the short-haul exception available to certain commercial drivers by
lengthening a driver’s maximum on-duty period from 12 to 14 hours and extending the distance
limit within which the driver may operate from 100 air miles to 150 air miles.
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