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Memorandum
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U.S. Department 

of Transportation



Subject:  INFORMATION:  Fiscal Year (FY) 2010
   Commercial Vehicle Safety Plan


From:   Anna J. Amos   //s//
  Acting Associate Administrator
    for Enforcement and Program Delivery


To:    Field Administrators 
Division Administrators
State Program Managers

Improving the safety of the Nation’s transportation system is a top priority of the United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) Secretary LaHood, and to meet this priority, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) established a goal of reducing the rate of large truck and bus-related fatalities to no more than 0.16 per 100 million vehicle miles traveled (VMT) by 2011 from a baseline rate of 0.184 per 100 million VMT in 2005.  In 2007, the rate of large truck and bus-related fatalities dropped to 0.168 per 100 million VMT.  Although solid progress is being made in reducing the large truck and bus fatality rate, a continued focus on safety is critical if we are to achieve our goal by 2011. 
This year, FMCSA started the national roll-out of the Comprehensive Safety Analysis 2010 (CSA 2010) initiative, which will improve the effectiveness of FMCSA and State compliance and enforcement programs.  The overall goal of this initiative is to achieve a greater reduction in large truck and bus crashes, injuries, and fatalities, while improving the efficiency of Federal and State commercial motor vehicle (CMV) enforcement programs.  This initiative will also allow the Agency to focus a greater portion of its enforcement efforts on carriers and drivers that have demonstrable safety problems.  The FMCSA believes that the CSA 2010 initiative will allow the Agency to assess the safety performance of a larger segment of the industry and contact more carriers and drivers to address unsafe behavior sooner.  Because full implementation of 
CSA 2010 will not take place until calendar year 2010, new information and guidance on how this initiative impacts the Motor Carrier Safety Assistance Program (MCSAP) will be made available to our State partners in the FY 2011 MCSAP planning memo.
This memorandum provides important information on Agency priorities and program direction for States to follow when preparing their FY 2010 Commercial Vehicle Safety Plans (CVSPs) and is to be shared immediately with State MCSAP partners.  It is important to note that changes to this memorandum could occur as a result of the Presidential transition, Agency rulemakings, or re-authorization legislation.  Additional information will be communicated when available.  
FY 2010 Funding Levels

The FMCSA recognizes that State governments and other grantees are dependent on MCSAP funding to develop and maintain important CMV safety programs.  The FMCSA further acknowledges that a more concentrated focus is required to prevent delays in awarding grant funds and to ensure compliance with Federal standards and transparency of grant processes.  As a result, FMCSA is making changes in the MCSAP grants application, award and oversight processes, increasing the use of electronic documents, providing additional guidance on indirect costs, and standardizing quarterly reports.  Some of these changes have not been finalized, but information and guidance will be distributed as it becomes finalized.  In addition, there will be discussion on several of these items at the MCSAP Leadership Conference in Louisville, Kentucky, on April 8 – 9, 2009.
In summary, MCSAP funding consists of five categories: basic grants, performance incentive grants, high priority safety grants, new entrant safety audit grants, and State training and administration.  The FMCSA’s proposed FY 2010 funding breakdown for these categories is:

Basic MCSAP Grants   


$152,387,000
Performance Incentive Grants


$  10,000,000   
High Priority Safety Grants


$  15,000,000  
New Entrant Grants



$  29,000,000  
State Training & Administration 

$    2,613,000  

TOTAL  




$209,000,000

Attachment 1: Estimated FY 2010 MCSAP Basic and Incentive Funding Distribution provides estimated basic and incentive program awards by State, based on statistics used for the FY 2009 awards.  This formula will be updated at the time of final distribution, and the FY 2010 CVSP budget must be revised at that time to reflect actual award amounts.
MCSAP Grant Process Changes
In 2008, the FMCSA evaluated the grant award process and implemented an improved grant agreement (MCSAP-2).  The MCSAP-2 has been modified to clarify the “subject to availability” language included on the form.  In the past, FMCSA waited until receipt of its full annual appropriation before entering into grant agreements.  In the future, when FMCSA is operating under a continuing resolution (CR), the Agency will fully exercise its contract authority subject to the availability of funds early in the FY.  This will allow the grantee to begin work and seek reimbursement for the Federal share.  However, only funding amounts available within limitations of a CR will be reimbursed to the grantees.
Additional changes to the grant process include: 
1) A reduction in the number of original copies of grant agreements from three copies to two.
2) Division Offices will provide grant award documents electronically to the Federal Aviation Administration’s Enterprise Services Center (FAA-ESC).  
3) Grantees will be required to submit the Automated Clearing House (ACH) Vendor Payment Form (SF-3881) directly to FAA-ESC by U.S. Postal Service, courier service or secured fax.  The ACH forms will not be submitted to FMCSA, e-mailed to ESC-FAA nor uploaded to the Electronic Document Management System (EDMS) due to the sensitive information contained on the form.  Grantees should contact their respective FMCSA partners for the most updated FAA-ESC contact information.  Electronic versions of updated MCSAP-1 grant application form and the updated FY 2010 State Certification are available at:


www.fmcsa.dot.gov/safety-security/safety-initiatives/mcsap/mcsapforms.htm.  
Please use this site to access forms, as only current versions of the application and State certification will be accepted. 

As a reminder, applicants must verify that their Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number is correct before submitting paperwork to avoid any delay in reimbursement.  

Application Deadlines and Grants.gov 
The FMCSA expects to obligate FY 2010 basic and incentive funding in early October 2009, to coincide with the beginning of the new FY.  To award funding on this schedule, many activities must be completed. 
The CVSPs are submitted and reviewed, then revised as needed, and finally approved and uploaded to EDMS.  49 CFR 350.205 includes the submission date of August 1 for CVSPs, and although this deadline can be extended for good cause, we ask that Division Offices work closely with State lead agencies to ensure that the CVSPs are approved, and are, therefore, available to be funded by October 1, 2009.  

For high priority and new entrant grants, FMCSA will continue to use grants.gov application procedures for FY 2010.  The proposed new application deadline for new entrant safety audits grants is September 1, 2009, and the deadline for MCSAP high priority grants is 
October 15, 2009.  However, these proposed dates will be published in the Federal Register and may be revised as a result of comments.  Applicants must submit their high priority and new entrant safety audit grant proposals to their FMCSA Division Administrator (DA) for review and written acknowledgement prior to formal submission.  A copy of the DA acknowledgement letter must be submitted along with the grant application through grants.gov in order to be considered.
Quarterly Reporting  
Each grantee is required by regulation to submit a quarterly Financial Status Report, Standard Form 269 (SF-269), to the DA no later than 30 days after the end of each quarterly reporting period.  A separate SF-269 must be submitted for each grant awarded by FMCSA.  Copies of the quarterly SF-269 reports must be entered into the EDMS and transmitted by the DA to Rochelle McCrimmon (rochelle.mccrimmon@dot.gov) in the FMCSA Finance and Accounting Division.  

Requests for reimbursement must be submitted on the Standard Form 270
 (SF-270), Request for Advance or Reimbursement.  To ensure efficient use of funds, grantees are to voucher for expenses at least quarterly.  
Additionally, States must use the Standard Form – Project Progress Report (SF-PPR) for quarterly reporting for all FMCSA grant programs.  Direction on the specific SF-PRR attachments to be used will be provided before the start of the new FY.  These quarterly reports required by 49 CFR Part 18.40 – 44 should focus on program quality and include quantifiable performance measurements.  For MCSAP basic grants, program status reports should also include a comparison of actual accomplishments to the performance targets established in the CVSP.  Specific CVSP items under consideration for reporting include large truck/bus fatal crash tracking, state specific objectives, and National program elements.  
MCSAP BASIC CVSP REFINEMENTS
Each State requesting FY 2010 funds must submit a performance-based CVSP that meets all the requirements of 49 CFR Part 350.213.  The Model CVSP template updated for FY 2010 will be made available before the MCSAP Leadership Conference in electronic format at:    
www.fmcsa.dot.gov/documents/safetyprograms/2010-model-CVSP-template.doc 
Use of this template, while not required, should ensure that the State’s CVSP meets all requirements in Part 350.213.  

Included below are several areas of the CVSP that require closer examination and development from prior years.  The CVSP changes will be discussed at a breakout session during the MCSAP Leadership Conference.  They include:    

Program Objectives 
It is essential that Divisions review the State’s CVSP, with a specific focus on program quality including identification of quantifiable performance measurements, in order to evaluate program effectiveness.  Each State should define performance measures that match and directly support FMCSA’s overall goal of reducing fatalities, crashes and injuries, and improving crash data reporting.  The CVSP must also report program effectiveness results annually and include prior years’ performance information, with a description of planned activities to improve performance.  The CVSP template includes a status update section for each State program objective where 12 months of progress should be summarized for multiple-year objectives.  In addition, the executive summary section of the template provides for a program effectiveness evaluation which pulls the State’s objective-specific progress together to evaluate the State’s overall CMV safety program to reduce fatalities and crashes.  The CVSP and the safety activities proposed must be developed based on reliable data; implemented as planned; continually reviewed and adjusted as needed to accomplish the stated goals; and thoroughly evaluated.  Based upon the evaluation results (accomplished through quarterly reports in addition to the overall annual review), CVSP activities may be modified with the DA’s prior approval, to improve the effectiveness of safety strategies.

CVSP Line Item Budget and Maintenance of Effort (MOE) Calculation Template 

The MCSAP on-site reviews have found that MOE computations continue to lack uniformity.  The MOE is defined broadly as the requirement that grant recipients and /or sub-recipients maintain a prescribed level of fiscal effort to be eligible for Federal grant funding.  For MCSAP, MOE is the total amount of MCSAP eligible costs incurred (including indirect costs) less the amount for these total eligible costs that are billed against the MCSAP grant (80 percent Federal plus 20 percent State).  Additional information on MOE calculation can be found within FMCSA State Programs policy memo SP-06-003-GE dated April 27, 2006.  

Our reviews indicate that some States track only costs that are billed to the grant directly when, in actuality, all MCSAP eligible costs (whether they are billed to the grant or not) must be tracked and factored into the calculation.  To aid States in preparing their CVSP budget and MOE calculation, the CVSP Line Item Budget Template and the MOE Calculation Template have been updated and will be found on the FMCSA web site before the MCSAP Leadership Conference.  Additionally, the State Programs Division will host a training webinar in May 2009 to assist Divisions and States in the development of the CVSP budget and MOE calculation.  Information on the webinar training opportunity will be distributed after the MCSAP Leadership Conference.  As always, States are encouraged to work closely with their Federal partners to address budgetary issues prior to submitting the CVSP, to avoid delays in CVSP approval or funding.  

Indirect Costs 
The MCSAP regulations (49 CFR Parts 350.311 and 350.301) stipulate that indirect costs are eligible for MCSAP reimbursement.   Indirect costs may include several overhead categories, such as personnel (including accounting or human resources staff), office space, supplies, and utilities.  The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Circular A-87
 (re-published in the Federal Register as 2 CFR Part 225 on August 31, 2005) defines indirect costs and stipulates that they can be charged against Federal awards, if an indirect cost rate proposal has been approved.  We are aggressively researching indirect costs as applicable to the MCSAP in order to provide definitive guidance for grantees.  Our goal is to provide precise requirements for States that charge indirect costs to the grant and a simple way for identifying indirect costs for inclusion in the MOE calculation.  

Regulatory Compatibility 
The MCSAP regulations (49 CFR Part 350.331) require that a State must review any new law or regulation affecting CMV safety as soon as possible for compatibility with the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations (FMCSRs) and Hazardous Materials Regulations (HMRs).  The required Annual Certification of Compatibility must identify any incompatibilities and include progress towards achieving compatibility and the date by which compatibility is expected.  In addition, if a MCSAP on-site review has been conducted and resulted in regulatory findings, the CVSP should note that fact.  The CVSP should reflect the results of the review along with copies of any new law or regulation affecting CMV safety enforcement enacted since the last CVSP.  It is not necessary to include a copy of the review as part of the CVSP.  
FY 2010 BASIC PROGRAM GRANT EMPHASIS AREAS
To ensure maximum operational effectiveness and efficiency, State resource decisions must be based on the highest quality data possible and sound statistical analysis of that data.  The FMCSA mission of saving lives and reducing injuries by preventing truck and bus crashes may require a realignment of resources focused on identified, localized problem areas rather than traditional statewide program activities.  In FY 2010, basic MCSAP grants will be awarded to the States to support:

· Safety data collection; 
· Uniform driver and vehicle safety inspections; 
· Passenger carrier safety inspections; 
· CMV-related / non-CMV traffic enforcement; 
· Commercial driver’s license (CDL) verification and enforcement; 
· Hazardous materials training and enforcement; 
· Public information and education; 

· Compliance review (CR) activities; and,

· Equipment and services to support these activities.    

To this end, FMCSA continues to stress the emphasis areas first identified in the FY 2009 planning memo.  They include:

Rural Road CMV Initiatives  
The FMCSA encourages States to incorporate rural road CMV initiatives into their core basic program.  According to the data from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS), the fatality rate for rural crashes is more than twice the fatality rate in urban crashes.  In 2006, 23,339 people were killed in rural motor vehicle crashes, accounting for 55 percent of all motor vehicle fatalities.  Rural areas face a number of unique highway safety challenges.  Rural crashes are more likely to be at higher speeds than urban crashes; victims of fatal crashes in rural areas are more likely to be unbelted than their urban counterparts; and it often takes first responders longer to arrive at the scene of a rural crash, leaving victims waiting longer for medical attention.  
If basic MCSAP or other funds are not sufficient to address rural road issues, States are encouraged to request high priority funding for this purpose.  

Increased Driver-Focused Inspections  
The FMCSA Large Truck Crash Causation Study, published in March 2006, determined that driver behavior is ten times more likely to be the cause of a CMV crash than any other factor, such as weather, road conditions, and vehicle performance.  To further reduce the incidence of fatal and serious injury crashes, States must increase their focus on the behaviors of both CMV and non-CMV drivers.  Because Level III inspections focus specifically on CMV drivers, States are expected to increase the number of Level III inspections in FY 2010 to meet or exceed the national average of 30 percent of all inspections performed.  

Increased driver focus may also be accomplished by increasing traffic enforcement activities in identified high-risk areas.  An example of an effective program is the “Operation Safe Driver” initiative, sponsored by the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA) in partnership with FMCSA.  This program improves commercial and non-commercial driver behavior and performance through effective enforcement, education and awareness strategies.  The States may obtain additional information about “Operation Safe Driver” strategies online at www.cvsa.org.  

Additionally, States must increase their scrutiny of all CMV drivers to ensure compliance with regulations.  The FMCSA encourages the use of the Commercial Driver’s License Information System (CDLIS) as the primary method to verify CDL status during every inspection.  Status checks can also be conducted through the National Law Enforcement Telecommunications System or the State driver licensing agency.  States must take appropriate enforcement action when driver deficiencies are discovered.  
Traffic Enforcement  
Each State’s CVSP must include plans to conduct comprehensive and highly-visible traffic enforcement and CMV safety inspection programs in high-risk locations.  Additionally, traffic enforcement involving non-CMVs and CMV traffic enforcement without an accompanying inspection are both eligible for reimbursement (as detailed in FMCSA State Programs policy memo SP-07-001-CE dated October 26, 2006) and should also be included in the CVSP.  

The FMCSA encourages States to incorporate traffic enforcement strategies into their core basic program, minimizing the use of overtime, as a way to bolster a vigorous CMV and non-CMV traffic enforcement program.  States should identify the targeted enforcement areas with data substantiating their high crash history and high volume of CMV traffic at the time of the proposed enforcement activity.  Furthermore, the number of written warnings and citations issued during the activity must be documented and captured via the web-based data collection instrument on GOTHAM
.  States are encouraged to partner with other State and local agencies in traffic enforcement efforts.    
Data Collection  
States with fair (yellow) or poor (red) data quality ratings, as depicted on the map in FMCSA’s State Safety Data Quality (SSDQ) Module
, must intensify efforts to improve the timeliness and accuracy of data uploads.  The SSDQ analysis evaluates the completeness, timeliness, accuracy and consistency of the State-reported crash and roadside inspection data in the Motor Carrier Management Information System.  These data are critical in identifying the highest risk carriers, drivers, vehicles, and roadways.  States with fair or poor ratings must address remedial actions for data quality problems must be addressed in the CVSP, and basic funds should be used to improve the current rating.  
If basic MCSAP or other funds are insufficient to address data quality problems, States are encouraged to request either Safety Data Improvement Program (SaDIP) or high priority funding for this purpose.  
Lead MCSAP agencies are expected to participate in their State Traffic Records Coordinating Committee to address data quality issues.  

Passenger Carrier Safety 
The CVSPs must continue to focus on passenger carrier safety by maintaining and, as appropriate, increasing the number of passenger carrier inspections compared to the number of inspections conducted in FY 2009.  Emphasis should be placed on conditionally-rated motor coach carriers and motor coach carriers with safety ratings older than five years.  Also, priority must be placed on conducting new entrant safety audits of passenger carriers within the first nine months of operation.  

Compliance Reviews (CRs)  
Any State not already conducting CRs on interstate motor carriers is strongly encouraged to obtain the authority, training, and resources to join FMCSA in conducting these safety interventions.  Research has shown that CRs are an effective tool in improving motor carrier safety.  State experience conducting CRs under the current FMCSA regulations will be critical when the Agency implements the CSA 2010 initiative, which will include CRs among its intervention strategies.  The CSA 2010 initiative and its specific impact on MCSAP will be addressed in the FY 2011 planning memo.  However, it should be noted that even with the pending implementation of CSA 2010, CRs continue to be required on A and B list carriers until Congress changes this requirement. 

In an effort to enhance the identification and selection of problem intrastate carriers for a CR, States are encouraged to adopt a numbering system, similar to that used by the USDOT, for intrastate carriers operating within their State.  States currently conducting CRs should perform at least the same number in FY 2010, as performed in FY 2009.  Intrastate carrier SafeStat lists are now available online at:

http://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/SafeStat/SafeStatMain.asp 
Information is available for each State within the Analysis and Information Online Safestat Module, under the “Safestat Reports” tab.  Until CSA 2010 guidance relating to CRs is issued, States are encouraged to adopt the FMCSA’s CR rating methodology for intrastate carriers if no other formal methodology exists.  States lacking authority to issue intrastate USDOT numbers or to conduct CRs should be strongly encouraged to seek the authority from their State’s legislature.  The State’s CR program must be identified in the CVSP.

Hazardous Materials (HM) Program  

States should be encouraged to increase the number of inspections of MC 330/MC 331 and non-specification cargo tanks used to transport liquefied compressed gas.  Although a final rule was issued by the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration requiring the retrofit of MC 330/MC 331 and non-specification cargo tanks used to transport liquefied compressed gas with emergency discharge control equipment, recent incidents and inspections have indicated that some cargo tanks are still not in compliance with this requirement.  As a result, States should be encouraged to focus on the compliance of these cargo tanks during compliance reviews, roadside inspections, annual cargo tank checks, and road checks.  

States should also be encouraged to continue or establish an HM shipper CR program using FMCSA’s HM Packaging Inspection Program software, and to participate in the 2010 HM shipper and cargo tank checks.  As a result of the Sanitary Food Transportation Act of 2005, FMCSA, the Federal Railroad Administration, and the U.S. Department of Agriculture have developed awareness training, entitled “Safe Transportation of Food Products, The Commercial Motor Vehicle Inspector's Role” that provides the knowledge to identify and report the possible adulteration of food products.  The training will be available for both Federal and State personnel via the web and guidance to the Division office is forthcoming.  The CVSP should include plans to conduct this training, in order to assist State personnel in identifying possible food contamination.

The FMCSA encourages States to coordinate with their emergency response community to increase awareness of the risks associated with transporting HM.  The transportation of large quantities of HM poses a great risk to the general public and highway travelers.  Therefore, it is recommended that States initiate or expand CR activities to include wholly- intrastate carriers of HM bulk shipments.  These carriers are currently not rated by FMCSA and generally have not been subjected to CRs.
Safety Belt Enforcement  
The 2008 CMV driver safety belt usage study showed that 72 percent of CMV drivers wear safety belts, compared to 81 percent of passenger vehicle drivers.  Increased safety belt usage by CMV drivers will reduce the high number of CMV driver fatalities and injuries on our Nation’s highways.  States should promote greater safety belt usage by CMV drivers through enforcement, education, and outreach activities.  These efforts can be integrated with the NHTSA Section 402 State and local projects grant programs to leverage resources and align enforcement activities with the State’s Strategic Highway Safety Plan.  The FMCSA’s CMV safety belt national performance target for FY 2010 is not less than 71 percent usage by all drivers.  States are encouraged to set a matching goal for themselves, and should detail how they plan to achieve this goal in their CVSPs.

PERFORMANCE INCENTIVE GRANTS 

In FY 2010, FMCSA will award performance incentive funds to States that have shown improvement in any of the five categories in 49 CFR 350.327.  These performance incentive funds will be provided to States at 80-percent Federal funding.  Attachment 1 provides estimated incentive fund awards based on the number of incentive shares earned for FY 2009 awards.  The incentive formula will be updated at the time of final distribution, and the FY 2010 CVSP budget must be revised at that time to reflect actual award amounts. 
HIGH PRIORITY GRANTS 

In FY 2010, high priority funds will be awarded for safety initiatives such as data quality improvement, high visibility CMV and non-CMV traffic enforcement, public information and education, enhancements to training, HM safety and special research efforts (if not funded by MCSAP basic or incentive funds), and particularly for innovative State-specific efforts that have a demonstrable potential for nationwide implementation.  Applicants that intend to submit high priority applications for projects that will create recurring costs must identify, in their proposals, the funding source in future years; FMCSA will not guarantee any future high priority funding for these costs.  
These projects may include (but are not limited to) the following examples:
Traffic Enforcement Activities 
Based on current projections, FMCSA will dedicate $5 to $10 million
 in FY 2010 high priority funding to increase CMV and non-CMV traffic enforcement projects/programs such as Ticketing Aggressive Cars and Trucks (TACT).  The TACT program includes high visibility messaging, targeted enforcement activities in selected high-risk traffic areas, and pre- and post-activity evaluation to measure reductions in fatalities and injuries caused by unsafe driving behaviors (e.g., cutting off, tailgating, speeding).  The TACT programs have already been implemented in several States (Georgia, Kentucky, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, and Washington).  The FMCSA will continue to fund TACT programs that include the three key components—communication, enforcement, and evaluation—to build awareness and educate passenger and CMV drivers about safe driving behaviors.  
Nationwide Safety Initiatives  
Based on current projections, up to $5 million
 of high priority funding will be dedicated to the implementation and evaluation of initiatives that promote nationwide safety.  Funding is available for (but not limited to) 1) rural road CMV safety initiatives and 2) work zone safety improvements.  This funding is in addition to MCSAP basic funds available to address rural road initiatives.

The FMCSA also encourages States to consider workzone safety in their CVSP and utilize grant funding to focus safety efforts in those areas, in coordination with local jurisdictions.  According to the NHTSA FARS, 1,465 fatal crashes involving large trucks occurred in work zones between 2001 and 2007 inclusive.  The safe and efficient flow of traffic through construction and maintenance work zones is of particular concern: road construction projects or utility work along the Nation’s highways often involve lane closures or restricted lanes.  These work zones present dangers to workers and drivers alike.  Also note that MCSAP basic funds can also be used to address work zone safety issues.
As a condition of receiving MCSAP high priority funding, applicants identified by FMCSA as having poor/red data quality must address their data problems before requests for other high priority initiatives will be considered.  Addressing the issue of data quality can be accomplished through dedication of basic or incentive grant funding as well as Safety Data Improvement Program grant funding (which provides discretionary funding for States to improve the quality of large truck and bus crash and inspection data reported to FMCSA).   
NEW ENTRANT GRANTS 

In FY 2010, MCSAP grant funding will continue to be available to States to support interstate new entrant safety audit programs.  New entrant funds may not be used to conduct intrastate safety audits.  States may use these funds for salaries and related expenses of State employees completing interstate new entrant audits, including training, and to perform other eligible activities that are directly related to conducting safety audits as defined by State Programs Policy Reference Guideline SP-08-001-CE.
Note that the demand for new entrant grants continues to exceed the available funding.  In FY 2010, past spending patterns will be monitored (i.e., including the average cost per audit) and unexpended funds information will be reviewed prior to award.  State new entrant proposals must not exceed a 12-month period.  This will ensure that limited annual funds maximize the effectiveness of the program and are equitably distributed across the Nation.
STATE TRAINING AND ADMINISTRATION

The FMCSA National Training Center (NTC) utilizes MCSAP funding to provide uniform training to nearly 4,000 State enforcement officers annually.  Included in Attachment 2 is the State Training Plan (STP) for States to use in order to identify training needs for the FY 2010.  Training needs can include roadside and facility courses and applicable instructor development courses.  Additionally, Attachment 2 includes the Schedule Intake Form (SIF) which is used to schedule a desired course.  The SIF incorporates areas for State officials to include date, location, number of students, and instructors needed for training.    
Consideration should be given to avoiding time periods that include holidays when scheduling courses, as this can affect instructor availability.  Priority in scheduling will be given to courses included in the original STP.  During the year, additional courses may be approved based on available resources.  If out-of-state instructors are required for any course and have not been confirmed 60 days prior to the start of the course, the course will be cancelled and rescheduled.  

A separate SIF must be submitted, along with the STP, for each course requested.  Both the STP and SIF must be completed and sent through the applicable FMCSA DA for review and approval.  The DA should forward, via electronic mail, the STP and SIF to ntc-state-programs@dot.gov no later than August 1, 2009.  A copy of the STP must also be uploaded into EDMS as a part of the approved CVSP.  Upon receipt and review, the NTC Program Manager will review the documents and course approval letters will be sent to the State Training Point of Contact.  

Note that the NTC is planning to move to electronic filing of SIFs with full implementation planned in FY 2010.  Once that process is complete, NTC will provide additional information and guidance to State and Federal training contacts.  Until that time, States are to continue the current process.
Although this memo primarily includes MCSAP information, we ask that you make your State partners aware that $25 million in FY 2009 Commercial Vehicle Safety Information Systems and Networks (CVISN) deployment grant funds are available.  States may apply to receive the maximum amount of funding for which they are eligible (up to $3.5 million, less any previous CVISN grants received).  States that currently participate in the CVISN grant program, and are applying for additional CVISN funds, must explain the status of any unobligated delivery orders from prior CVISN grants and plans for expending the funds in their application.  States may use these funds to support CVISN program activities, pay for ongoing CVISN-related operations and maintenance expenses, or pay for CVISN-related memberships and fees (e.g., clearinghouse or pre-clearance fees).  The CVISN grants require a 50 percent match.  Examples of eligible matching funds include staff salaries, CVISN-related equipment and facilities, operation and maintenance on existing systems, development expenses, CVISN-related capital expenses, and International Registration Plan and International Fuel Tax Agreement clearinghouse fees and e-clearance membership fees.  Applications for Federal CVISN deployment grants will continue to be accepted via grants.gov through July 15, 2009.   Please remind the States that CVISN grant applications must be sent to your office for review prior to being submitted.  For any questions, contact Julie Lane of the FMCSA Technology Division via e-mail at julie.lane@dot.gov.

We thank the Divisions for their continued hard work with the States.  We also thank the States for their efforts – without their partnership, we would not meet our goals.  For questions on any of the material contained in the planning memo, contact Tom Keane, State Programs Division Chief at (202) 366-4025 or by e-mail at tom.keane@dot.gov.

Attachments:
1. Estimated FY 2010 MCSAP Basic and Incentive Funding Distribution

2. State Training Plan Form and NTC Schedule Intake Form
cc:  Dan Hartman, Associate Administrator, MC-F

Federal Motor Carrier


Safety Administration





Date:  March 19, 2009





Reply to Attn. of:  MC-ESS








� Funding levels straight lined at FY 2009 levels.  Will be updated upon enactment of an FY 2010 appropriations bill, as    necessary.


� Updated versions of the SF-269 and SF-270 forms are located at: www.whitehouse.gov/omb/grants/





� OMB Circular A-87 can be found at:  http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/circulars


� http://gotham.fmcsa.dot.gov/gothamp1/traffic_enforcement_pkg.set_te


� Available on the FMCSA Analysis and Information web site at: http://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov


� Funding levels straight lined at FY 2009 levels.  Will be updated upon enactment of an FY 2010 appropriations bill, as    necessary.


� ibid





