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This State Programs Policy Reference Guideline provides inforn1ation to ensure continued State motor 
carrier safety operations during periods of delayed appropriations budget authority.  
 
Background  
 
Appropriations budget authority is an authorization by an act of Congress that permits Federal agencies 
to incur obligations and to make payments out of the Treasury for specified purposes. When 
Congressional action on appropriations is not completed at the beginning of a fiscal year, continuing 
resolutions are enacted to provide budget authority for Federal agencies to continue in operation until 
the regular appropriations are enacted. The continuing resolution usually specifies a maximum rate at 
which the obligations may be incurred, based on the rate of the prior year, the President's budget 
request, or an appropriation bill passed by either or both Houses of Congress.  
 
For MCSAP, a continuing resolution provides budget authority for States to continue authorized 
programs at the same rate as the previous fiscal year until the regular appropriations are enacted. As in 
the past, once appropriations are enacted, state allocations provide for eligible expenses retroactive to 
October 1, ensuring federal reimbursement of expenditures for the entire federal fiscal year.  
 
Continued State MCSAP Operations  
 
The majority of MCSAP funds support the salaries of State MCSAP enforcement officers. To the 
extent possible under a continuing resolution, states support the MCSAP staff and continue 
implementation and performance of core safety activities until appropriation funding is enacted. Aside 
from salaries, States should prioritize expenditures for only the most necessary activities, which 
directly support the safety program. Equipment purchases, non-essential contract extensions, training, 
and support materials are generally deferred until regular appropriations are enacted. If necessary when 
State funds cannot support continued operations, States may request an emergency MCSAP allocation 
for the period of the continuing resolution.  
 



Frequently, States with unexpended funds from the previous fiscal year will execute a 
MCSAP-2A grant amendment to extend the expiration date of the basic program funds to 
December 31 st. If the new appropriation is enacted prior to December 31 st, these States 
may either (1) finish out the prior year's project through December 31 or (2) once the new 
State allocations are obligated, States may close out the prior year's project and roll unused 
funds to the new project.  
 
If you have any specific questions regarding this information, you should call your State 
Programs Division headquarters coordinator.  
 


